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Violet Soen
From Magister Dixit to STUDIUM.AI

Fig. 1	 Professor teaches ex cathedra in a college, Louvain (or Brabant), 
c. 1520–1525, medallion in glass, grisaille and silvergold, diam-
eter 23 cm. © Nowton (United Kingdom), St Peter’s Church, 
picture by Simon Knott.

Fig. 2	 Isagoge Porphyrii Phenicis in categorias Aristotelis Organon, 
Louvain: Dirk Martens, 1525, title page with woodcut. 
© Louvain, KU Leuven Libraries Special Collections, BRES 
R2B1503.

Fig. 3	 Henricus Joannes van Cantelbeke, Postpraedicamentorum 
Aristotelis, 1669, drawing of  a dragon and snake. © Louvain, 
KU Leuven Libraries Special Collections, MS  206, fol.  56v  
(https://www.kuleuven.be/lectio/magisterdixit/items/
show/1075).

Fig. 4	 Henricus Joannes van Cantelbeke, Student Notes on Logic.  
© Louvain, KU Leuven Libraries Special Collections, MS 206, 
fol.  58r (https://www.kuleuven.be/lectio/magisterdixit/
items/show/1075).

Fig. 5	 Cor humanum, gravure of  Lambert Blendeff, inserted in the 
student notebook of  Balthasar Cox, Metaphysica et Physica, 
c.  1686–1687. ©  Louvain, KU Leuven Libraries Special 
Collections, MS  211, fol.  65 (https://www.kuleuven.be/
lectio/magisterdixit/items/show/376).

Fig. 6	 Thesis in philosophy, by Michael Baeten for the Faculty of  
Arts, Louvain: academic printer and beadle Petrus Aegidius 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
©	FHG 

 
 



LIST OF ILLUSTRATIONS

10

Denique, 1727, printed and painted gouache on silk satin, 
131.00 × 71 cm. © Louvain, KU Leuven Kunstpatrimonium 
(https://blendeff.be/nl/item/T11).

Fig. 7	 Soli deo gloria, Album amicorum of  Frederik van Reede, entry 
dated on February 9, 1598. © Louvain, KU Leuven Libraries 
Special Collections, MS 1992, fol. 13.

David de la Croix – Mara Vitale
Louvain Scholars on the Move

Fig. 1	 The European academic world, 1425–1540.
Fig. 2	 The Louvain network over time.
Fig. 3	 Louvain/Cologne.
Fig. 4	 Louvain/Douai/Leiden.
Fig. 5	 Louvain/Rome.
Fig. 6	 Louvain and the Imperial Academy of  Brussels.
Fig. 7	 The Jesuit College.

Christiaan Engberts
From Transregional Recruitment to Self-reproduction

Fig. 1	 Origin of  all Louvain professors in %.
Fig. 2	 Education of  all Louvain professors in %.
Fig. 3	 Geographical origin of  Louvain artes staff, 1427–1443.
Fig. 4	 Educational background of  Louvain artes staff, 1426–1443.

Violet Soen – Yann Ryan
Who’s Who in STUDIUM.AI

Fig. 1	 An aggregated view of  the individual attestations per decade 
in STUDIUM.AI, which fills the gaps caused by the loss of  
matriculation registers both in the early modern era and in the 
first World War.

Fig. 2	 Five of   the eight extant matriculation books from the Old 
University at Louvain (1425–1797). ©  Louvain, Leuven 
States Archives/Rijksarchief  te Leuven, Oude Universiteit 
Leuven.

Fig. 3	 Map showing the geo-located places of  origin for the names 
found in the matriculation registers, based on post-processing 
of  the geo-data by STUDIUM.AI as outlined in Ryan et al. 
2025
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Fig. 4	 Prototype visualization showing the ‘life story’ of  an individual 
associated with the University, told through various datasets.

Linde Van den Eede
The Louvain Lecture Halls during Theological Controversy

Fig. 1	 Anonymous, Portrait of  Jacobus Janssonius (1547–1625), 
first half  of the seventeenth century, oil on panel, 50 × 38 cm. 
© Museum Catharijneconvent, Utrecht, BMH s888. Photo 
by Ruben de Heer. The caption on the left (possibly a later ad-
dition) reads: ‘D.M.N./Iacobvs Ians/sonivs Amste/ledamen-
sis. Obiit/Aº Dni 1625-/die 30ª Ivlii:/Ætatis: • 78 •’.

Fig. 2	 Liège, Bibliothèques de l’Université de Liège, MS 22, fol. 363r.
Fig. 3	 First page of  Janssonius’s commentary on the Acts of   the 

Apostles in Liège, Bibliothèques de l’Université de Liège, 
MS 22, fol. 108r. Note the Gothic letters for paratextual ele-
ments such as the titles, and the difference between the script 
used for the actual biblical text and the commentary itself. In 
the gutter margin, Puelincx added the verse numbers.

An Smets
In the University Classroom

Fig. 1	 Title page of  a manuscript on metaphysics, including the em-
blems of   the four pedagogies (KU Leuven Libraries Special 
Collections, MS 227).

Fig. 2.	 Diagram: Relative frequency of   the three disciplines: meta-
physics, physics and logic.

Fig. 3	 Diagram: Relative frequency of   the different taught disci-
plines: Latin, history, Greek, politics, philosophy, music.

Fig. 4	 Portrait of  Johannes Fredericus Gronovius (KU Leuven Li-
braries Special Collections, PA04647).

Gwendoline de Mûelenaere
Drawing Practices as Learning and Recreational Processes in 

Louvain Student Notebooks (Seventeenth-Eighteenth Centuries)

Fig. 1	 Superbus and Ambitiosus, pen drawings in Ludovicus van Co-
len, Logica, 1663–1664. Brussels, KBR, MS II 1249, fol. 291v.

Fig. 2	 Frans Hogenberg, The dance of  fools, c. 1560–1570, etching. 
Amsterdam, Rijksmuseum, inv. RP-P-OB-3163.
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Figg. 3	 Portrait of  Pope Alexander VII and Chronograms, pen draw-
    –4	 ings in Ludovicus van Colen, Logica, 1663–1664. Brussels, 

KBR, MS II 1249, fols 22r, 23r.
Fig. 5	 Wildlife hanging two hounds, pen drawing in Ludovicus 

van Colen, Logica, 1663–1664. Brussels, KBR, MS II 1249, 
fol. 183r.

Fig. 6	 Anonymous after Peeter van der Borcht, Topsy-turvy world, 
c. 1599, engraving published by Karel Collaert. Brussels, KBR, 
inv. SI7111.

Figg. 7	 Hunting scenes, three pen drawings in Ludovicus van Co-
    –9	 len, Logica, 1663–1664. Brussels, KBR, MS II 1249, fols 154r, 

154v, 189v.
Fig. 10	 Philips Galle after Jan van der Straet, Hunting wolves with 

spears, from the series Venationes Ferarum, Avium, Piscium, 
Antwerp, 1578  or after. London, British Museum, inv. 
1957,0413.93.

Fig. 11	 In baroco, grisaille ink drawing in Dialectica sive ad logicam 
manuductio, 1744. Louvain, KU Leuven Libraries Maurits 
Sabbe Library, MS PM0334, fol. 196v.

Fig. 12	 De sillogismo in baroco, in Georgius Jodoigne, Petrus de Molder 
& Joannes Van Esse, Logica, 1677–1678, engraving published 
by Michael Hayé. Louvain, KU Leuven Libraries Special Col-
lections, MS 250, fol. 162r.

Figg. 13	 Album of  affixiones (Deo aeterno haec de aeternitate emble-
    –14	 mata symbolica), 1682. Brussels, KBR, MS  20.326, fols  64v  

and 104v.
Fig. 15	 Ros marius et ros matutinus, grisaille ink drawing in Dialectica 

sive ad logicam manuductio, 1744. Louvain, KU Leuven Li-
braries Maurits Sabbe Library, MS PM0334, fol. 42v.

Fig. 16	 Album of  affixiones [Adversitas/prosperitas], 1673. Brussels, 
KBR, MS 20.325, fols 38v–39r.

Fig. 17	 De contradictoriis, grisaille ink drawing in Dialectica sive ad 
logicam manuductio, 1744. Louvain, KU Leuven Libraries 
Maurits Sabbe Library, MS PM0334, fol. 52v.

Fig. 18	 De contradictoriis, in Petrus van Gils & Petrus Clijmans, Dia-
lectica, 1705, engraving published by Michael Hayé. Louvain, 
KU Leuven Libraries Maurits Sabbe Library, MS  PM0478, 
fol. 49v.

Fig. 19	 Emblema XLII, in Hendrik Engelgrave, Lux Euangelica sub 
velum Sacrorum Emblematum, Antwerp, 1652, part. 2, 414. 
Antwerp, Ruusbroecgenootschap, inv. 3069 A 1.
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Gert Gielis – Luke Giraudet – Q uentin Verreycken
Honesti et probi adolescentes

Fig. 1	 Remission letter for Jacques Colars, December 1450. Paris, 
Archives nationales, JJ 183, fol.  43r–v. Digitization with the 
support of  the Archives nationales and of  the European Re-
search Project HIMANIS (JPI Cultural Heritage).

Figg. 2	 Pardon file of  Louis de Mallery. State Archives of  Belgium, 
    –3	 Privy Council, 899A, s.f. and Letter of  rector Joannes Wame-

sius in the pardon file of  Louis de Mallery. State Archives of  
Belgium, Privy Council, 899A, s.f.

Dieter Cammaerts
The Importance of  Typography in Knowledge Transfer

Fig. 1	 Aristoteles & Porphyrius, Logica vetus (organon), Louvain: 
Conrad Braem, 1475, in-4o, fol. 1v (The Hague, KB, National 
Library of  the Netherlands, KW 169 G 30).

Fig. 2	 Aristoteles, Analytica priora, Louvain: Conrad Braem, 1475, 
in-2o, fol. 1v (The Hague, KB, National Library of  the Nether-
lands, KW 169 E 33).

Fig. 3	 Petrus Hispanus, Summulae logicales. Textus summularum, 
Alost: Johannes van Westfalen & Dirk Martens, 1474, in-4o, 
fol. 1v (The Hague, KB, National Library of  the Netherlands, 
KW 168 G 46).

Fig. 4	 Franciscus Titelmannus, Compendium naturalis philosophiae. 
Libri duodecim de consyderatione rerum naturalium earum, 
Antwerp: Simon Cock, 1540, in-8o, fol. B5r (KU Leuven Li-
braries Special Collections, CaaA2019).

Fig. 5	 Franciscus Titelmannus, Compendium naturalis philosophiae.
Libri duodecim de consyderatione rerum naturalium earum, 
Antwerp: Simon Cock, 1540, in-8o, fol. A2r (KU Leuven Li-
braries Special Collections, CaaA2019).

Fig. 6	 Franciscus Titelmannus, Libri sex de consyderatione dia-
lectica, Antwerp: Simon Cock, 1540, in-8o, fol.  C8v  
(KU Leuven Libraries Maurits Sabbe Library, P162.6 TITE 
libr 1540).

Fig. 7	 Augustinus Hunnaeus, Dialectica seu, generalia logices 
praecepta omnia, Louvain: Hieronymus Welleus, 1562, 
in-8o, fol.  C7r (KU Leuven Libraries Special Collections, 
CaaA2101).
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Fig. 8	 Augustinus Hunnaeus, Dialectica seu, generalia logices 
praecepta omnia, Louvain: Hieronymus Welleus, 1562, 
in-8o, fol.  B2v (KU Leuven Libraries Special Collections, 
CaaA2101).

Fig. 9	 Augustinus Hunnaeus, Dialectica seu, generalia logices 
praecepta omnia, Louvain: Hieronymus Welleus, 1562, 
in-8o, fol.  B5r (KU Leuven Libraries Special Collections, 
CaaA2101).

Jan Trachet – Hendrik Hameeuw
Shedding (More) Light on Sixteenth-century Mapping Practices

Fig. 1	 Pieter Pourbus’s map of  Cadzand (City Achives of  Bruges, 
Kaarten & Plannen, no. 11), as imaged with standard pho-
tography overlayed with the vectorized interpretation of  
meridians (black) and measured bearings (red). Full lines 
are observed, dashed lines extrapolated, as in Trachet 2024,  
Figure 7.

Fig. 2	 Set-up of  the Portable Light Dome, imaging Pourbus’s map of   
Cadzand, © Hendrik Hameeuw.

Fig. 3	 Gemma Frisisus’s schematic drawing of  survey methods for 
chorographic maps. Cosmographia Petri Apiani, per Gemmam 
Frisium iam demum ab omnibus vindicata mendis, ac nonnul-
lis quoque locis aucta, et annotationibus marginalibus illustrata. 
Add. eiusdem argumenti libellis ipsius Gemmae Frisius, Co-
logne, 1574, fol. 52v. 

Fig. 4	 Pieter Pourbus’s map of  Cadzand (City Archives of  Bruges, 
Kaarten & Plannen, no.  11), with the insets of  figures 7, 9  
and 11, © SAB.

Fig. 5	 Lancelot Blondeel’s conceptual map of  the waterways north of  
Bruges (City Archives of  Bruges, Kaarten & Plannen, no. 14), 
with the indication of  the zone imaged with the PLD and the 
inset of  figure 16, © SAB.

Fig. 6	 Pieter Pourbus’s map of  Cadzand (City Archives of  Bru-
ges, Kaarten & Plannen, no. 11), overlayed with the vector-
ized interpretation of  incised lines observed with standard 
photography (black) and Multi-Light Reflectance Imaging 
(pink).

Fig. 7	 Detail of   the MLRI-image near Cadzand (City Archives of  
Bruges, Kaarten & Plannen, no. 11), with vectorized interpre-
tation of  different types of  incised lines: writing lines (pur-
ple), meridians (blue), and measured bearings(yellow).
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Fig. 8	 Pieter Pourbus’s map of  Cadzand (City Archives of  Bruges, 
Kaarten & Plannen, no. 11), overlayed with the vectorized in- 
terpretation of  the meridians (blue), measured bearings (yel-
low), compass circles (black), and observation points. Full lines 
are observed, dashed lines extrapolated.

Fig. 9	 Detail of   the MLRI-image near Cadzand (City Archives of   
Bruges, Kaarten & Plannen, no. 11), with vectorized interpre-
tation of  different types of  incised lines: writing lines (pur- 
ple), meridians (blue), measured bearings (yellow), and obser-
vation points (red circles).

Fig. 10	 Writing lines as observed on Pieter Pourbus’s maps of   the 
Zeuge near Damme (Brugge State Archives, Kaarten & Plan-
nen, no. 190), © RAB, and map of  the waterboards Broucke 
and Moerkerke-Zuid-over-Leie (Brugge State Archives, 
Kaarten & Plannen, no. 628), © RAB; and his painting The 
Portraits of   the members of   the Brotherhood of   the Holy 
Blood.

Fig. 11	 Detail of  the MLRI-image west of  Cadzand (City Archives 
of  Bruges, Kaarten & Plannen, no.  11), with indication of  
perforations (red circles).

Fig. 12	 Hypothetical raster of  survey sheets applied for mapping 
the Liberty of  Bruges, projected on Pieter Pourbus’s map 
of  Cadzand (City Archives of  Bruges, Kaarten & Plan-
nen, no.  11), Pieter Pourbus, Map of   the Liberty of  Bru-
ges, Groe-ningemuseum Bruges, 0000.GRO0220.I, ©  Lu-
kasweb – Art in Flanders & Ghent University, and Pieter II 
Claeissens (1532–1623), copy of  the map of  the Liberty of  
Bruges, Groeningemuseum Bruges, 0000.GRO0438.I, © Lu-
kasweb – Art in Flanders.

Fig. 13	 Contours of  Pieter Pourbus’s map of   the Zeuge (1), Map 
of   the waterboards Broucke and Moerkerke-Zuid-over-
Leie (2) oriented towards the geographic north, as opposed 
to the contours of  Pourbus’s map of  Cadzand (4) and the 
Liberty of  Bruges (3), and Claeissens’ copy of   the latter  
(dashed line).

Fig. 14	 Lancelot Blondeel’s map of   the waterways north of  Bruges 
(City Archives of  Bruges, Kaarten & Plannen, no. 14), over-
layed with the vectorized interpretation of  incised lines ob-
served with standard photography (black) and Multi-Light 
Reflectance Imaging (pink).

Fig. 15	 Lancelot Blondeel’s map of   the waterways north of  Bruges 
(City Archives of  Bruges, Kaarten & Plannen, no. 14), over-
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layed with the vectorized interpretation of  the different sur-
vey actions.

Fig. 16	 Detail of  the MLRI-image in Bruges city center, with vector-
ized interpretation of  different types of  incised lines: merid-
ians (blue), compass circles (red), and observation points (yel-
low).

Fig. 17	 Lancelot Blondeel’s design for a new connection between Bru-
ges and the sea (City Archives of  Bruges, Kaarten & Plannen, 
no. 15), © SAB.

Fig. 18	 Detail of  Lancelot Blondeel’s map of  the waterways north of  
Bruges (City Archives of  Bruges, Kaarten & Plannen, no. 14), 
overlayed with the vectorized interpretation of  the different 
survey actions.

Fig. 19	 Background detail of  Pieter Pourbus Portraits of  the mem-
bers of  the Brotherhood of  the Holy Blood (Groeningemu-
seum Bruges, ECHB.05), © Lukasweb – Art in Flanders.

Fig. 20	 Detail of  Pieter Pourbus’s map of  the waterboards Broucke 
and Moerkerke-Zuid-over-Leie (Brugge State Archives, 
Kaarten & Plannen, no. 628), with the indication of  encircled  
dots, indicating survey observation (full circles) and Blondeel’s 
presumed observation points (dashed lines), © RAB.

Rossana Scebba–Margherita Fantoli
Integrating Library and Prosopographical Data in the Early Modern 

Publication Network of  the University of  Louvain
(1501–1797)

Fig. 1	 Decade frequency of  Caa holdings (1501–1797). This chart 
visualizes the volume of  printed materials within the Caa col-
lection, with each bar representing a decade.

Fig. 2	 Places of  publication of  the Caa holdings (1501–1797).
Fig. 3	 A visual representation of  the infrastructure of  our relational 

database.
Fig. 4	 Snapshot of   the network derived from the Caa metadata 

(1501–1797). The size of  the nodes depends on the number of  
connections. Edges’ colors blue, magenta, and green represent 
shared book collaboration taking place during the sixteenth, 
seventeenth, and eighteenth centuries, respectively. The posi-
tion of  the nodes in the graph is determined by the application 
of  the Fruchterman-Reingold spring-based layout.

Fig. 5	 Snapshot of   the Authorship layer of   the network derived 
from the Caa metadata (1501–1797). The size of  the nodes 
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depends on the number of  connections. Nodes in dark blue 
highlight classical or medieval authors from the rest, amount-
ing to about 8%.

Fig. 6	 Centrality metrics aggregated by layer. In clockwise rotation, 
we show degree (centrality metric based on the number of  
connections), betweenness centrality (capturing how much 
a node acts as a bridge connecting different parts of  the net-
work), eigenvector centrality (assessing a node’s importance 
based on the importance of  its connections, and closeness 
centrality (quantifying how quickly a node can reach all other 
vertices).

Fig. 7	 Evolution of degree centrality for some prominent Louvain 
scholars and giants of the humanist period. Computed using 
the rolling window approach on the authorship layer.

Fig. 8	 Evolution of  degree centrality. Classical authors and Louvain 
‘scientists’. Computed using the rolling window approach on 
the authorship layer.

Fig. 9	 Evolution of  degree centrality. A focus on sixteenth-century 
Louvain theologians. Computed using the rolling window ap- 
proach on the authorship layer.
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Students, Scholars and Their Books at the University of  Louvain (1425–1797), ed. by V. Soen, W. Druwé, W. François, R. Dekoninck, Turnhout, 2026 (LECTIO, 17: Studium Lovaniense, 1),
pp. 61–97	 ©  	 DOI 10.1484/M.LECTIO-EB.5.152245	 This is an open access chapter made available under a CC BY-NC 4.0 International License.

DAVID DE LA CROIX – MARA VITALE
IRES/LIDAM, UCLouvain

LOUVAIN SCHOLARS ON THE MOVE
NETWORKS AND MOBILITY PATTERNS 

AT THE EARLY UNIVERSITY OF  LOUVAIN. 
AN ANALYSIS OF  ACADEMIC MOBILITY 

(1425–1797)

1. Introduction

Among the illustrious premodern scholars who were members 
of  the University of  Louvain, the most famous is undoubtedly De-
siderius Erasmus of  Rotterdam (1466/67/69–1536). Through-
out his life, he visited numerous European university centers and 
came into contact with many intellectuals. His thinking traveled 
with him of  course, but was also enriched through the exchange 
of  views with these scholars. He himself  said: Ego mundi ciuis esse 
cupio, communis omnium, uel peregrinus magis (‘For me, I want to 
be a citizen of  the world, open, or rather foreign to all’),1 reveal-
ing his cosmopolitan perspective and open-minded vision. After 
studying at the Collège de Montaigu in Paris, Erasmus taught at 
Cambridge2 and actively participated in the foundation and de-
velopment of  the Trilingual College in Louvain.3 Subsequently, 
his peregrinatio continued to the main university centers of  Eu-
rope, including Basel, Trier, Mainz, Strasburg, and during his 
travels in Italy, he visited Padua, Venice, Ferrara, Siena, Rome, 
and Naples. Although he did not teach at these universities, he 
came into contact with the illustrious scholars of  the time, fur-
ther stimulating his intellectual vitality. Erasmus is just one ex-
ample among many. In fact, from its foundation, the University 
of  Louvain has been characterized by the great mobility of  both 

1  Erasmus, Epistola 1314, V, 129, 2 (trans. Mynors & Thomson 1974).
2  Venn 1927, p. 105.
3  Papy 2018.
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faculty and students, constantly seeking the best conditions for 
teaching and learning.

The phenomenon of  peregrinatio academica (academic 
pilgrimage)4 is undoubtedly one of   the defining characteristics 
of  the academic world, perhaps its most vital aspect, since the in-
ception of  universities. By moving from one university to another, 
scholars of   the past began to weave a network that has become 
denser and more expansive over time. Even though it has under-
gone slowdowns and regulations over the centuries, it has contin-
ued to be a cornerstone of  university life. Examples of  this include 
the more recent creation of  the Erasmus interuniversity exchange 
program, promoted by the European Union, which takes its name 
from the illustrious Dutch scholar. This program confirms the im-
portance of  the circulation of  people and knowledge. Similarly, 
numerous university consortia have been established to facilitate 
exchanges among students, professors, and administrative staff, 
creating privileged bonds between institutions.5

In this work, we examine the mobility of  the professors of  the 
University of  Louvain from its foundation in 1425 to its dis-
solution in 1797, presenting a new study that combines both 
qualitative and quantitative analyses to shed new light on this 
phenomenon.6 We aim to investigate the extent of  professorial 
mobility between universities, both in and out of  Louvain. This 
study delves into the identities of   these scholars, the academic 
disciplines that piqued their interest, any temporal trends that 
may have influenced such academic migrations, and the role these 
scholars played in forging connections with other educational in-
stitutions.

We will substantiate the prevailing narrative that the Univer-
sity of  Louvain, from its inception, attracted distinguished schol-
ars from across Europe, elevating it into a pivotal hub for the in-
struction and exchange of  ideas, notably in fields like theology, 
sciences, and humanities.7 Nevertheless, over the course of   the 

4  De Ridder-Symoens 1992, p. 280.
5  Some examples are CircleU and the Coimbra Group, of  which our institu-

tion is a member, and U21, which includes universities from all over the world.
6  For a comprehensive view of  the data, see also Catoire et al. 2021.
7  Engberts, in this volume.

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
©	FHG 

 
 



LOUVAIN SCHOLARS ON THE MOVE

63

seventeenth century, the University of  Louvain underwent a 
gradual shift towards a more local identity that resulted in waning 
connections with European universities.

Thanks to the compilation of  a prosopographical database on a 
European scale that encompasses most of  the scholars who taught 
at universities and scientific academies from their foundation until 
the Industrial Revolution,8 we are able to measure academic per-
egrination from a global perspective to understand its effects and 
scope. On the one hand, the database allows a qualitative analysis 
related to individual scholars, aiming to comprehend social and 
historical phenomena through their individual biographies. On 
the other hand, it enables the analysis of   the complex relation-
ships between individuals, but also of  the relationships that uni-
versities forged with each other based on these individuals.

In this article, we demonstrate the value of  utilizing data of  di-
verse nature and how quantitative analysis can support qualitative 
analysis. In 1987, Jan Roegiers published an interesting study on the 
careers of  professors at the University of  Louvain, drawing on a me-
ticulous collection of  data.9 He examined the recruitment process, 
offering valuable insights into the origins of  professors, the subjects 
they taught, and the evolution of  education at Louvain, all sup-
ported by an in-depth historical analysis. Our contribution aligns 
with this type of  research but does not focus solely on academic 
careers. Instead, we aim to provide a more dynamic perspective 
on university education and the circulation of  ideas through the 
analysis of  networks connecting European academic institutions, 
facilitated by professors. Furthermore, we seek to understand how 
scholars of   the past shaped the present. By employing economic 
tools, such as the measurement of  scholars’ human capital, we have 
explored the dynamics of  past universities and how each scholar 
contributed to the development of  the Western world.

8  The date that we have established as the starting point of  our research is the 
year 1000. Even though there were no universities in Europe at this time (the first 
ones began to form around the twelfth century), higher education had begun to 
take shape in cathedral schools and monasteries. It is from this period that the first 
masters emerged, who, like the professors at later universities, moved from one 
religious center to another (de la Croix & Vitale 2022, p. 3).

9  Roegiers 1987.
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After outlining the methodology and objectives of  the project 
from which this study emerges, we present the results of  our anal-
ysis. To fully highlight the figures included in the article, we have 
chosen to examine separately the various relationships the Uni-
versity of  Louvain established with other European universities.

2. Exploring New Approaches

Various methodological approaches are available to piece together 
the history of  universities. Undoubtedly, archival research, entail-
ing the scrutiny and interpretation of  written sources, remains 
the preferred method for reconstructing historical events and the 
biographies of  influential figures. However, recent years have wit-
nessed a convergence of  technology and multidisciplinary interest 
in specific historical themes, ushering in new perspectives and fresh 
angles through which historical facts can be examined. Particu-
larly, in tandem with meticulous qualitative analysis, quantitative 
analysis has surged in prominence. This approach hinges on the 
structured and precise processing of  quantifiable data. Further-
more, the growing interest in history from disciplines that rely on 
data analysis, such as economics, sociology, political science, and 
even medicine, has created new opportunities for studying and re-
shaping certain aspects of  history. Consequently, there has been 
an increased focus on databases, and diverse research methodolo-
gies have developed to comprehend and interpret data.10

Creating a comprehensive prosopographical database offers 
multiple advantages. Beyond its utility in organizing and stream-
lining data retrieval, it provides the foundation for qualitative and 
quantitative analysis methodologies. In the realm of  quantitative 
analysis, a spectrum of  methods, from basic descriptive statistics 
to advanced tools like regression analysis and time series analysis, 
can be employed to scrutinize the evolution of  specific phenom-
ena over time. Within these analytical techniques, network analy-
sis occupies a prominent place. This approach leverages math-
ematical, statistical, and computational principles to examine and 
unravel the intricate relationships between elements or entities in 
a complex network.

10  Verboven, Carlier & Dumolyn 2007, p. 39.
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Social Network Analysis (SNA) offers a lucid and intuitive 
means of  visualizing relationships between entities, aiding in the 
identification of  groups and the comprehension of  the scale and 
nature of  interactions within a network.11 Additionally, within 
a network, it facilitates distinguishing which nodes (entities) are 
central or pivotal, shedding light on leaders or individuals with 
specific roles throughout the network. Network analysis also au-
tomates the identification of  highly interconnected clusters of  
nodes, forming ‘communities’, enhancing our grasp of   the net-
work’s underlying structure. Furthermore, with SNA, distances 
or similarities between nodes in the network can be calculated, 
enabling the assessment of  dissimilarities or likenesses among dis-
tinct entities.

Finally, among the numerous possibilities offered by this type 
of  analysis, it should be noted that it allows the study of  the dif-
fusion of  information or ideas (as well as diseases or other enti-
ties in other disciplinary fields). Network analysis is, therefore, a 
methodology that enables the study of   the structure, dynamics, 
and behavior of  a wide range of  complex systems that can be rep-
resented as networks.12

3. The RETE Project

Several studies have focused on the lives of  students, attempting 
to reconstruct their educational journeys.13 The interest in this 
aspect of  academia is undeniable and provides a significant un-
derstanding of  Western society and the organization of  universi-
ties. Students have not only played a central role in the dissemina-
tion of  ideas but have also contributed to the emergence of  a new 
economy, enabling many cities to become important cultural and 
economic centers.

The RETE project, in the field of  economic history, primar-
ily focuses on university professors and how their contributions 
have influenced the development of  Europe over eight centuries. 

11  Wasserman & Faust 1994, p. 20.
12  Some key references for approaching SNA: Wasserman & Faust 1994; 

Degenne & Forsé 1999; Hanneman & Riddle 2005; Scott 2017; Borgatti, Everett 
& Johnson 2018.

13  See, e.g., Verger 1991; De Ridder-Symoens 1992; Brizzi 2002; Spychala 2022.
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Mobility has certainly played a fundamental role in this context, 
facilitating the movement of  individuals and their ideas. The full 
database contains information on 65,000 scholars who were ap-
pointed to universities or were nominated to academies over the 
period 1000–1800.14 The data were harvested manually from 572 
different secondary sources on the history of  universities and 
academies.15 The list of  universities from Frijhoff  and the list of  
academies from McClellan were used, with the addition of  several 
other higher education institutions which conferred academic de-
grees.16 More information on the criteria to include scholars in 
the database is available from de la Croix et al., while some global 
statistics are provided in the various issues of   the Repertorium 
Eruditorum Totius Europae.17

Using the RETE database, we have chosen to examine the case 
of  the mobility of  university professors associated with the Old 
University of  Louvain.

Analyzing geographical mobility entails precisely identifying 
the geographic origins of  each scholar involved. Figure 1 provides 
a visual representation of  the mobility of  professors in the RETE 
database between the years 1425 and 1540. It highlights both 
their birthplace and university affiliation to illustrate the extent of  
mobility across Europe during the period considered.18 The dot-
ted lines represent the hypothetical path from a birthplace to a 
workplace, minimizing the cost of  travel. At the European level, 
many local moves can be observed – those born in Portugal for 
example were more likely to end up in Coimbra or Evora. How-
ever, there are also many moves between the different regions of  
Europe, as witnessed by all the paths crossing the seas. The back-
bone of  Europe is already very visible on the map, running from 
Tuscany to the Low Countries, through Savoy and West Germany  
(the old Lotharingia).

14  At the time of  publication of  this contribution, the database includes 
83,000 scholars, based on 669 sources consulted.

15  The database can be accessed at: https://shiny-lidam.sipr.ucl.ac.be/scholars/.
16  McClellan 1985; Frijhoff  1996.
17  De la Croix et al. 2024a; RETE database available from https://ojs.uclou-

vain.be/index.php/RETE/index.
18  Professors for whom the birthplace is unknown are missing from the map. 

Hopefully, this is the case for less than one third of   the sample, and concerns 
mainly quite obscure professors.
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As far as Louvain is concerned, we can highlight three schol-
ars: Adrianus Florentii (Adriaan Florenszoon, born in Utrecht in 
1459, professor at Louvain from 1478 to 1507, and elected Pope 
in 1522), Juan Luis Vives (born in Valencia in 1492/93, professor 
at Louvain from 1519 to 1522, and then in Oxford), and Francis-
cus Cremensis (born in Cividale-del-Friuli in 1470 and professor 
of  rhetoric at Louvain from 1492 to 1499). These three cases tell 
us something more. Indeed, Adrianus represents the movement 
that professors originally from the neighboring Low Countries 
began to undertake in order to reach the university now closest 
to them. On the other hand, Vives left the Iberian peninsula to 
escape religious persecutions against the Jews and conversos. His 
family was, in fact, accused of  crypto-Judaism, and his father pre-
ferred to have him continue his studies in France. From there, his 
network of  acquaintances took him first to Louvain and later to 
Oxford. Finally, the less-known Cremensis, an Italian, facilitated 
the circulation of  humanist ideas, a new cultural movement that 
emerged at the end of  the fourteenth century.

It is interesting to note how the establishment of  numerous 
‘princely’ or ‘national/regional’ universities, especially in the con-
text of  the Holy Roman Empire at the end of  the medieval pe-

Fig. 1
The European academic world, 1425–1540.
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riod, significantly reduced the need for long-distance travel. An 
emblematic example is the University of  Heidelberg, founded 
in 1386 following the initiative of  Elector Palatine Rupert  I 
(1309–1390), who had this precise objective in mind. Their es-
tablishment was facilitated by two important factors. First, the 
Western Schism of  1378 forced German professors and students 
at the University of  Paris to leave France when it chose to support 
the Avignon Pope. Second, the events at universities in Eastern 
Europe played a significant role. After years of  conflicts between 
Bohemians and Germans at the University of  Prague regarding 
the sharing of  benefits and privileges, tensions only eased in 1385 
with the emigration of  German professors.19 Not only did histori-
cal events contribute to the creation of  new universities, but as 
seen in the figure, it is clear that within the Holy Roman Empire, 
different electorates founded their own universities with the aim 
of  reducing both long journeys and expenses, leading to a signifi-
cant concentration of  university professors in this region.

The same trend is also evident at Louvain because it was the 
only university in the region.20 In 1425, there were no universi-
ties in the territories at the North Sea, that now constitute the 
Netherlands and Belgium and Luxembourg, and several reasons 
led to the creation of  a new institution. It is important to note 
that Louvain was facing a severe economic and demographic crisis 
that had begun in the fourteenth century. To overcome this dif-
ficult period, local authorities sought ideas to regain a central role 
within the Duchy of  Brabant.21

Additionally, the declining power of the Duchy of Brabant at 
the beginning of the fifteenth century played a role. By the time 
it fell, it had already become a satellite state within the personal 
union of the Duke of Burgundy. These factors together led to 
the foundation of  the university, with the aim of  attracting stu-
dents and professors, thereby helping to improve the city’s chal-
lenging economic situation. Furthermore, after the foundation 
of  the University of  Dole in 1423, in the County of  Burgundy, 
there was a need for a university center in the northern regions.  

19  Classen & Wolgast 2013, p. 63.
20  Van Mingroot 2000, p. 13.
21  Roegiers & Vandevivere 2001.
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This would facilitate the mobility of  students from these areas 
who were attending classes in Paris and Cologne and strengthen 
control over these regions.22 The creation of  the university indeed 
allowed many students and professors to significantly reduce the 
distance between their birthplace and their workplace.

4. Measuring Human Capital

One specificity of  our approach, in addition to its long period 
and broad geographical coverage, is that it attempts to assess the 
intrinsic quality of   these professors and academics. This is what 
economists call human capital. The concept was developed in 
the 1960s by Gary Becker. He defines human capital as the set of  
knowledge, experiences, skills, know-how, good health, and inter-
personal skills that individuals acquire throughout their lives and 
use in production processes.23

In the case of  professors and academics, systematic and com-
prehensive data on salary, income, or expenditure are not available. 
However, an index can be built based on several determinants of  a 
scholar’s quality. The quality of  their teaching or the services they 
provided to the university or society cannot be measured, but their 
research activity can be documented through the books they au-
thored and then had published. Specifically, today’s library hold-
ings can be used to catalogue the works of  each individual and de-
rive a measure of  human capital. Of  course, this is a noisy measure, 
but it allows for the comparison of  individuals over time and across 
regions of  Europe. This approach also examines these individuals 
through a contemporary lens (today’s libraries), which could intro-
duce bias compared to how professors were viewed in their own 
time. Nevertheless, it is not surprising to find figures such as Martin 
Luther (1483–1526), a professor at the University of  Wittenberg, 
François Arouet de Voltaire (1694–1778), a member of  numer-
ous academies, and Thomas Aquinas (c. 1225–1274), a professor at 
the University of  Paris, among the top 10 of  all time. The most re-
nowned authors of  the Scientific Revolution also rank highly, such 
as Galileo Galilei (1564–1642) and Isaac Newton (1643–1727). 

22  Reusens 1881–1903, V.
23  Becker 1964.
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The detailed methodology to build this index from publication data 
is described in Curtis and de la Croix.24 In this volume, Scebba and 
Fantoli compare our human capital index to measures of  the im-
portance of  scholars in the publication network of  a university.25 
They find that betweenness centrality (a measure of  the amount of  
influence a scholar has over the flow of  information in a network) 
is positively correlated with the human capital index.

Measuring human capital enables us to address questions that 
would otherwise be difficult to explore. For example, are the most 
prolific professors more mobile than those who will never publish 
anything in their lifetime? Table 1 shows the top 10 scholars ‘affil-
iated’ to the University of  Louvain.26 The details for each person, 
including our sources, can be obtained from the online database at 
https://shiny-lidam.sipr.ucl.ac.be/scholars/.

Table 1 
Top scholars at Louvain and their other academic affiliations

Name Human capital 
index

Other institutions  
(strong affiliations only)

Desiderius Erasmus 12.2 Cambridge

Ioannes Lodovicus Vives 10.4 Oxford

Justus Lipsius 10.1 Leiden, Jena

Adrianus Florentii 9.9  

Johannes Baptista van Helmont 9.1  

Cornelius Iansenius 8.9  

Iacobus Amyot 8.5 Bourges

Nicolaus Clenardus 8.3  

24  Curtis & de la Croix 2023.
25  Scebba & Fantoli, in this volume.
26  Our decision to affiliate someone to Louvain is subject to debate. For exam-

ple, we kept Erasmus because his involvement as an institution builder and in the 
hiring of  professors was very significant. However, he was not formally a profes-
sor. Vesalius and Mercator were kept out as they were only students at Louvain. 
Jesuits such as Bellarminus were also kept out as their college was never accepted 
by the university. The case of  Amyot is also subject to uncertainty (see Lamberts 
& Roegiers 1990).
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Name Human capital 
index

Other institutions  
(strong affiliations only)

Reinerus Gemma Frisius 8.3  

Erycius Puteanus 8.1  

Arnoldus Geulincx 8.1 Leiden

In general, scholars with high human capital tended to move 
more, often transitioning between universities more frequently. 
This is because more prestigious or financially endowed universi-
ties sought to attract them by offering higher compensation and 
greater benefits.27 In the full sample of university professors, we 
find that those with multiple affiliations exhibit an average hu-
man-capital index that is 2.35 times higher than that of scholars 
with a single affiliation. They account for 12.1% of  all scholars and 
are linked to 2.16 universities, on average). In the case of  Louvain, 
this trend is certainly confirmed, although we observe that many 
scholars with high human capital tended to remain at a single in-
stitution; the stabilitas loci was in early modern times also high 
valued as a prerequisite for study.

5. Louvain in the Network

Another approach to analyze the peregrinatio of  professors is to 
consider the connections generated by moving from/to other 
educational institutions. In order to gain a clearer understand-
ing of  the potential network established by professors’ moves, we 
have designed a graphical representation that provides a visual 
overview of   the various connections involving the professors of  
Louvain. To build Figure 2, we followed several steps. We started 
from the full database of  professors and academicians before 1800 
in Europe, i.e. 65,000 names. We removed those who were only 
weakly attached to their institutions. We kept all those who were 
linked to the University of  Louvain or to the Jesuit College of  
Louvain. This gave us 1276 names.28 Several of  these individuals 

27  De la Croix et al. 2024a.
28  To ensure that this list of  scholars is as comprehensive as possible, we con-

sulted several sources. We began with the work of  Lamberts & Roegiers (1990), 
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had appointments to other higher education institutions over 
their lifetime. The 1276 Louvain people totaled 1442 activities 
or appointments (exclusively to universities or academies), in-
volving 55 other institutions. For each of  these institutions, we 
computed the earliest and latest date of  contact with Louvain, 
a contact involving necessarily someone who held a position at 
Louvain. This gave a range of  dates during which people were 
moving from/to Louvain. The institutions with which Louvain 
is related through these moves are listed in Table 2. The column 
‘# nodes’ indicates how many Louvain professors held position 
there. The column ‘# nodes top’ only includes published scholars. 
The columns ‘start’ and ‘end’ show the period during which these 
moves took place.

Table 2 
Louvain’s professors with other affiliated institutions

Institution # nodes # nodes top start end

Ucologne–1388 34 10 1417 1635

Udouai–1559 18 17 1561 1633

Uparis–1200 17 10 1408 1599

AcadBruxelles–1772 7 7 1769 1782

which provided us with an initial list. Later we used the history of   the city of  
Louvain (Molanus, ed. De Ram 1861) which provides a list of  rectors of  the Uni-
versity. We then expanded the sample using information from Brants (1906) for 
the Faculty of  Law and Tricot-Royer (1927) for the Faculty of  Medicine. Addi-
tionally, we referred to Vanysacker et al. (2010), which offered valuable insights 
into scholars from the region.

In the second step, we consulted the electronic versions of   the biographical 
dictionaries by Eloy (1755) for medicine and De Feller (1849). The coverage of  the 
Trilingual College was further enhanced by Nève (1848; 1852). Subsequently, we 
explored the Repertorium Academicum Germanicum (Schwinges & Hesse 2019), 
which enabled us to achieve almost complete coverage of  the period from 1425 
to 1550. Finally, we compared our sample with that of   the Lovaniensia project 
(https://www.lovaniensia.be/lovaniensia/), which draws on additional sources 
and aims to publish digitized versions of  all printed works by members of   the 
University of  Louvain. We also consulted the online databases of  the Royal Acad-
emy of  Belgium (https://academieroyale.be/fr/la-biographie-nationale-person-
nalites/) and the Biografisch Portaal van Nederland (http://www.biografischpor-
taal.nl/) to complete the biographical information. While we may still be missing 
some lesser-known scholars, we believe all the significant ones are included.
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Institution # nodes # nodes top start end

Uoxford–1200 6 6 1523 1610

Uroma–1303 5 4 1565 1788

Uleiden–1575 4 3 1578 1662

UromaGregoriana–1556 5 5 1570 1617

Uvienna–1365 4 4 1548 1761

Udole–1422 3 3 1530 1570

Uheidelberg–1386 3 1 1423 1557

Upadua–1222 3 2 1456 1559

A second step consisted in selecting some of   these institutions 
and a date range. We selected Cologne, Douai, the Academy of  
Brussels, Oxford, Roma, and Leiden over the time period men-
tioned in the table. Among the top institutions in Table 2, we 
abstracted from Paris because the data collection for this univer-
sity is particularly complicated and is still ongoing, whereas we are 
confident that the other institutions are covered quite compre-
hensively in our database.

The number of  scholars involved in Louvain and in these six 
institutions over the period considered is 3407. To reduce the 
sample size to the most significant individuals, we selected those 
with a strictly positive human capital index, giving us 1443 people. 
We then built their network assuming that professors are nodes 
and a link (edge) between two scholars is created if  they were at 
the same time in the same institution.

Figure 2 plots the network using the Fruchterman-Reingold 
layout algorithm, using the igraph package of  R. This algorithm 
creates a visual layout where connected nodes are near each other, 
and unconnected nodes are farther apart, making the graph easier 
to read and understand. In fact, the network represented in Figure 
2 is only a part of  a bigger network involving all the universities 
and all the professors in Europe over eight centuries. It is designed 
to offer a visual representation of  the neighborhood of  Louvain 
but cannot be used to compute centrality measures of  individual 
nodes, as it is only a partial network. The big network, on the con-
trary, can lead to interesting statistics on professors, but cannot be 
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represented graphically in a readable way. The big network is the 
subject of  another publication.29

In Figure 2, we highlighted scholars with high human capital 
and represented them with larger circles and more intense colors. 
All the professors included in this figure are endowed with high 
human capital; however, the scholars belonging to the top 1%, 
such as Vives, Lipsius, and Erasmus, stand out particularly from 
the rest, with a larger circle. 

Starting from the bottom of   the figure, the initial links be-
tween Cologne and Louvain appear clearly. Next came the 
Golden Age, when Louvain had connections primarily with Ox-
ford (U. Oxoniensis), Rome (Studium Urbis), and Douai (U. Du-

29  De la Croix et al. 2024a.

Fig. 2
The Louvain network over time.
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acensis). Later on, there was a connection with Leiden (U. Lug-
duno Batava). However, in the later period, as the connections 
established by the professors significantly waned, the University 
of  Louvain retained links with the Academy of  Brussels and the 
University of  Rome. Let us now examine these relations in more 
detail.

6. Louvain/Cologne

The University of  Cologne (1388) is the first institution with 
which Louvain not only shared professors but also a deep histori-
cal connection. This profound link between the two universities 
is reflected in various aspects, including the statutes of  the Uni-
versity of  Louvain, which were heavily influenced by those of  the 
University of  Cologne.30 In the founding bull of  the ‘Sapientiae 
immarcescibilis’ studium generale, in the second provision, Co-
logne is the first of   the mentioned universities to be cited as an 
example for ensuring freedom, immunity, and privileges to doc-
tors, masters, and students

[...] we declare that from this moment in that city a general 
school with all faculties, except for that of  theology, must be 
established, and in the future must eternally remain and be 
upheld, and that all doctors, masters, and students and every 
one of  them must be able to boast of  and rely on all and sun-
dry liberties, exemptions, and indulgences as were granted 
by the apostolic chair or in some other manner to any at all 
of  the doctors, masters, and students who for reasons of  study 
reside in Cologne, [and] in Vienna and Leipzig, cities in the 
bishoprics of  Passau and Merseburg.31

Regarding the composition of   the faculty, it is known that the 
municipal administration primarily recruited graduates from Co-

30  Weiler 1978.
31  […] ordinamus quod a modo in dicto opido generale in facultate qualibet, pre-

terquam in theologia, sit studium, illudque perpetuis futuris temporibus ibidem ui- 
geat et obseruetur, quodque omnes et singuli doctores, magistri et scolares inibi omni-
bus et/singulis libertatibus, immunitatibus et indulgentijs, quibusuis doctoribus, 
magistris et scolaribus Colonie, Wienne ac Lipzensis, Patauiensis et Merseburgensis 
diocesium opidis, studij causa commorantibus, per sedem apostolicam uel alias quali-
tercunque concessis,/gaudeant pariter et utantur; […] (Van Mingroot 1994, p. 24).
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logne. To attract them to the newly established institution, highly 
attractive salaries and benefits were offered.32 Cologne had already 
gained a certain reputation in Europe, particularly for the teach-
ing of  legal disciplines and theology. Among the scholars who 
emerge from our study in the early years of  the foundation of  the 
University of  Cologne, we find Nicolaus Cusanus (1401–1464), 
who likely had a reading of  canon law in 1426. This distinguished 
scholar was contacted twice by the municipal administration of  
Louvain to teach; in 1428 and 1435, teaching positions in canon 
law were offered to Nicolaus, but he declined them to remain in 
the Church administration.33

The municipal administration of  Louvain was more success-
ful with other scholars. Significant examples of  this connection 
are Nicolas de Prumea, Johannes de Platea, and Johannes Kamp-
becker van Lyer, all graduates in civil or canon law from the Uni-
versity of  Cologne and hired by Louvain to occupy the first law 
professorships. In his extensive work, Reusens reports that docu-
ments from the city’s accounts for the years 1425/1426 reveal the 
hiring negotiations between the municipal administration and 

32  Claeys-Bouuaert 1956; Paquet 1958.
33  Miller 2021.

Fig. 3
Louvain/Cologne.
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the first professors.34 Some of   them already had teaching expe-
rience at the latter institution, further arousing the interest that 
Cologne’s professors had in the new institution.

From our study, it emerges that over the centuries the Uni-
versity of  Cologne shared the highest number of  professors with 
Louvain. Between 1417 and 1642, we have documented 34 pro-
fessors who taught at both institutions. Among them, there were 
mainly jurists such as Henricus de Piro (1403–1473). Beginning 
in 1432, the year the Faculty of  Theology was founded, there were 
also numerous theologians. Early magistri of   theology include 
Heymericus da Campo (1395–1460),35 a teacher of  Cusanus, and 
the Dominican Henrich Kalteisen (1390–1465). The last link 
between the two universities is Jacob van Hoogstraten (1460–
1527).36 The majority of  connections were concentrated in the 
sixteenth century, the most flourishing period for the university. 
However, after this period, no further cases of  professors teaching 
at both universities have been recorded.

In general, Louvain went through a period of  decline at the end 
of  the seventeenth century. The number of  enrollments decreased 
significantly,37 and the political events, the plague epidemic,38 and 
the succession of  wars did not help the university to increase its 
reputation and attract new students.

34  As reported by De Reiffenberg, the documents of  municipality state that 
in addition to the agreed-upon cash salary, Nicolaus de Prumea would also receive 
two measures of  Beaune wine and two measures of  Rhine wine. See De Reiffen-
berg 1829, p. 19; Reusens 1881–1903. See also Engberts, in this volume.

35  Hoenen 1994.
36  RAG: https://rag-online.org/datenbank/abfrage.p/0.m/embed.v/viewer.

p%7C17%7C4%7Cobject%7C46-2198453.
37  During this period, there were approximately 350 students per year, a sig-

nificantly lower number compared to the previous decades. For more informa-
tion, see Reusens, Schillings & Wils 1903.

38  In 1578, the plague epidemic that struck the city was devastating. In fact, 
in 1579, the population of  Louvain shrank from 36,000 to approximately 7000. 
The Faculty of  Medicine lost five of  its six professors and took refuge in Diest 
and Tirlemont (source: https://www.louvainmedical.be/sites/default/files/con-
tent/article/pdf/lmed-10-2020-ama_histoire.pdf). In addition to the significant 
loss in the population, the university also lost numerous professors and students 
(Chartularium Lovani).
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7. Louvain/Douai

The University of  Douai was founded in 1559. When the deci-
sion was made to establish it, the intention was not only to take 
the University of  Louvain as an example but also to work towards 
hiring some scholars from Louvain for the new university.39 The 
authorities delegated by the government of  Douai to conduct 
negotiations with Louvain Jean de Vendeville (Joannes Vendevil-
lius, 1527–1592) to become the first professor of  law, by paying 
him 500 florins.40 As we will see below, Vendeville not only played 
a fundamental role in the birth of  the university, but also had a 
significant impact on the creation of  Jesuit colleges in Douai and 
Louvain. Additionally, with a compensation of  500 florins, they 
hired the jurist Ramus Johannes (1535–1578), while Epo Boe
tius (1529–1599) joined the faculty with a remuneration of  300 
florins.

The first professors did not limit themselves to teaching but 
also dedicated themselves to the growth of  the university: they 
were involved in the organization and in the search for new fac-
ulty members. They scoured their network of  connections for 
new professors, such as a lawyer from Malines, Adrien Puessius, 
who was called to teach at Douai in 1565 and remained there 
for approximately twenty years, or a recent theology gradu-

39  Dehon 1968; Soen 2019.
40  Soen 2010.

Fig. 4
Louvain/Douai/Leiden.
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ate, Jean du Buisson, who was offered a generous salary of  200  
florins.41

The network that emerged from the University of  Douai is 
characterized by the fact that it united the (Protestant) An-
glo-Saxon world with the Catholic world. In fact, a number of  
professors were Catholic exiles from Oxford and had the op-
portunity to teach at the French and Southern Low Countries 
universities. An example of  this is the theologian Richard Smyth 
(1499/1500–1563), who taught at Oxford and later at Louvain 
and Douai.42 Thomas Stapleton (1535–1598) moved to Lou-
vain precisely because he had refused to renounce the authority 
of  the Pope, as requested by the Anglican bishop William Barlow 
(c. 1498–1568).43

Another interesting figure is Abudacnus Josephus Barbatus 
(1570–1643). The reasons that brought this Coptic scholar origi-
nally from Cairo to Europe44 are not entirely clear; however, his 
arrival occurred during a period characterized by a strong inter-
est in the East, the Church of   the East, and the languages spo-
ken in those regions (Greek, Arabic, Hebrew, Turkish, Arme-
nian, etc.).45 For this reason, he was received in Rome with great 
interest, and it was precisely there that he converted to Roman 
Catholicism, while continuing his study of  languages. His career 
began as an interpreter, taking him across Europe. In Oxford, he 
obtained teaching qualifications and taught Arabic courses at the 
university. Barbatus managed to expand his network, leading him 
to Antwerp, Paris, and Louvain. He arrived at Louvain in 1615 
thanks to the intervention of   the louvainistes, who wanted him 
as a lecturer in Middle Eastern languages. With the support of  
his supervisor Johannes Drusius (1550–1616), Abbot of  the Ab-
bey of  Parc, an attempt was made to assign him a Hebrew course. 
This stirred the anger of   the incumbent Hebrew chair, Valerius 
Andreas (1588–1655), and some of  his colleagues. Accused of  
concubinage, he was asked to leave Louvain. Abudacnus’s jour-

41  Cardon 1892.
42  Löwe 1999.
43  Cooper & Cooper 1858.
44  Nève 1852, p. 7.
45  Hamilton 1994, p. 129.
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ney continued, and after a stop in Prague, with the support of  Jo-
hannes Kepler who recommended him for a librarian position, he 
arrived in Vienna.

8. Louvain/Oxford

Several scholars and students abandoned Oxford to join the near-
est Catholic universities.46 Indeed, Q ueen Elizabeth  I’s (1533–
1603) support for the Anglican Church drove many recusant stu-
dents and faculty to leave Oxford and go to Catholic universities 
on the European continent.47 In addition to the previously men-
tioned names associated with Douai, some of  whom also taught 
at Louvain, Nicholas Sanders (1530–1583) is noteworthy. After 
teaching theology at Oxford from 1551 to 1558, Sanders moved 
to Louvain, where he obtained a theology professorship in 1565. 
During his time there, he was able to publish his major work, De 
visibili monarchia ecclesiae (1571), an anti-Anglican treatise in 
which he defended the doctrine of  Papal Primacy. The years that 
he spent at Louvain were crucial for organizing Catholic propa-
ganda in England, of  which he would become a leading figure in 
the following years.

9. Louvain/Leiden

Founded in 1575, the University of  Leiden immediately estab-
lished itself  as an institution under Protestant banner (you did 
not have to swear an oath to Protestantism, only in the Faculty of  
Theology). It was the first university in what is now the Nether-
lands, and was created in response to the Spanish conflict to retain 
students from other institutions.48 The connections between Lou-
vain and Leiden may not have been numerous, but they were cer-
tainly significant. The first professor appearing in Figure 2 is the 
humanist Justus Lipsius (1547–1606), an eloquent example of  ac-
ademic peregrinatio and much more. Throughout his life, he jour-
neyed extensively for study and pleasure, engaging with numerous 

46  Aston, Duncan & Evans 1980, p. 14.
47  Rashdall 1895, p. 545; Logan 2012, p. 231.
48  De la Croix & Stelter 2021a, p. 10.
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scholars of  his time. His ideas traveled with him and through the 
extensive correspondence that he maintained with many intel-
lectuals, which he himself  sought to publish.49 Educated by the 
Jesuits, Lipsius immediately gravitated towards philology and phi-
losophy. From 1570, as secretary to Cardinal Antoine Perrenot de 
Granvelle (1517–1586), he spent two years in Rome, coming into 
contact with the leading figures of  the Italian cultural movement. 
In 1572, he embarked on a journey to Germany and accepted a 
chair of  history at the new Lutheran University of  Jena (1572–
1574). After a brief  and bitter stay because of  the hostility of  his 
colleagues, he traveled to Cologne, Antwerp, and Louvain, where 
he taught for a short time (1576). He then moved to the Calvinist 
University of  Leiden (1578). This led to speculation about his ad-
herence to Protestantism, but in reality, it was an external adapta-
tion to circumstances. He eventually reconciled with Catholicism 
and taught history at Louvain from 1592.

Leiden became an important humanistic center, especially af-
ter Lipsius joined the faculty there.50 It is primarily the human-
ists who united Leiden and Louvain. Besides Lipsius, the phi-
losopher Arnoud Geulincx (1624–1669) should be mentioned, 
even though his peregrinatio was less extensive than that of  his 
colleague. Having left Louvain due to suspicions arising from his 
opposition to traditional philosophy, through his friendship with 
the Cartesian professor Abrahamus Heidanus (1597–1678) and 
following his conversion to Calvinism, he secured a teaching posi-
tion at the University of  Leiden.

10. Louvain/Rome

The ties with the University of  Rome were primarily established 
around theological disciplines. Among the distinguished scholars, 
Pierre-Lambert Ledrou (1641–1721) and Bernardus Desirant 
(1656–1725) stand out. Ledrou, a member of   the Augustinian 
Order, had a chair at Louvain starting from 1673 after obtaining 
his doctorate. While maintaining his teaching position in south-
ern Low Countries (a rare case where a professor simultaneously 

49  Fragonard 2012.
50  Schneppen 1960.
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held two chairs), he relocated to Rome in 1687, where he was 
appointed to the chair of   theology at La Sapienza University. 
In 1714, he was dismissed from Louvain due to his absenteeism, 
which led to various conflicts with colleagues.51 Also a member 
of  the Augustinian Order, Desirant spent a long period at Lou-
vain, where he defended anti-Jansenist theses precisely during the 
most heated period of  the debate.52

Another significant figure is that of  Etienne Heuschling 
(1762–1847), a professor of  Hebrew at the Trilingual College 
and at La Sapienza University in Rome. A  man of  great erudi-
tion, he graduated in all disciplines except medicine, and was said 
to speak fourteen languages.53 His teaching coincided with the 
difficult period leading up to the dissolution of  the University of  
Louvain in 1797.

51  UCLouvain 1859, p. 282.
52  Varenberg 1878.
53  Nève 1848.

Fig. 5
Louvain/Rome.
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11. Louvain/Academie Royale (Imperial Academy)

The University of  Louvain gradually lost its appeal over time, as 
highlighted in the figure. With the exception of  significant ties 
to the University of  Rome, its connections with foreign institu-
tions decreased dramatically. In the second half  of  the eighteenth 
century, the University of  Louvain went through a period of  de-
cline, with frequent criticism of  the pedagogical choices it made.54 
Nearby universities, belonging to the Protestant world, heavily 
invested in scientific disciplines, making them more attractive to 
both students and professors, thus highlighting a lag compared to 
Catholic universities worldwide.55 Furthermore, the proliferation 
of  scientific academies in the territories of  the Holy Roman Em-
pire did not benefit universities that had not adequately renewed 
the courses they offered.56

The foundation of  the Imperial Academy in 1769 allowed this 
educational institution to fill the gaps in the university’s curricu-
lum and to catch up with the lag that had arisen compared to Eng-
land and France.57

Between Louvain and the academy, three significant connec-
tions can be identified: two with professors, and one with the li-
brarian. These connections are Adrien Van Rossum, a professor of  
medicine from 1754 to 1788, Jean-Noël Paquot (1722–1803), a 
professor of  Hebrew at the Trilingual College from 1755 to 1771, 
and Corneille-François de Nelis (1736–1798), who held the posi-
tion of  librarian at the University of  Louvain.

The latter played a crucial role in the history of  the academy 
as he was the first to propose to the Count of  Cobenzl, Minister 
Plenipotentiary of  the Empress Maria-Theresa to Prince Charles 

54  The reputation of  the University of  Louvain at the time was not positive. 
Abbé Corneille-François Nelis (1736–1785), the librarian of  Louvain, Canon of  
Tournai, and bishop of  Antwerp, when proposing the idea of  an academy to raise 
the institution’s standards, referred to Louvain as vestigia ruris (indicating a rustic 
or coarse nature) and the professors of  this university as ‘barbarians’ (Mailly 1883, 
p. 117; Discailles 1872, p. 214).

55  Frijhoff  2005.
56  Among the numerous scientific academies that emerged in this geographi-

cal area, the Leopoldina (1652), the Royal Prussian Academy of  Sciences (1700), 
the Göttingen Academy (1751), the Munich Academy (1759), and the Mann
heim Academy (1763) should be mentioned.

57  Hasquin 2009, p. 45.

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
©	FHG 

 
 



DAVID DE LA CROIX – MARA VITALE

84

of  Lorraine, Lieutenant Governor and Captain General of   the 
Low Countries, the creation of  an academy in Brussels, which 
would revive an interest in eloquence and the humanities, disci-
plines that received little consideration from the university.58

12. Louvain/Other Universities

Although it was not possible to depict the connections between 
Louvain and the University of  Paris in the figure, as data collec-
tion for the latter has not been completed, a partial analysis shows 
that they were very close. In fact, similarly to Cologne, the prox-
imity to Paris prompted municipal administrators to seek faculty 
from the renowned French university.59 Many students went to 
Paris to study theology, among them Guillaume de Coster (Wil-
helmus Bont), for instance. After obtaining his degree, he had the 
opportunity to stay there as a regens et legens (1427). Already in 
1428, he was a lecturer (ad legentiam) at Louvain, where he re-
mained until 1451.60

While initially the peregrinatio of  professors mainly occurred 
with nearby universities, there were also exchanges with more dis-
tant universities, particularly Italian ones. These Italian universi-
ties enjoyed a great reputation throughout Europe, especially in 
the field of  law. Professors who had studied or taught in the Ital-
ian peninsula were highly regarded, and this was reflected in their 
salaries. The universities that established ties through the peregri-

58  Hasquin 2009, p. 14.
59  Gabriel 1978, p. 20.
60  Paquot 1768, II, p. 515.

Fig. 6
Louvain and the Imperial Academy of  Brussels.
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natio of  professors included Rome, Padua, Bologna, and Pavia. 
Not only did Lovanists travel to Italian universities, but Italian 
scholars also went to teach at southern Low Countries universi-
ties for shorter or longer periods. For example, Ludwing de Gar-
siis/Lodovico Garsi, a Doctor of  Law from Bologna, taught at 
Louvain between 1435 and 143861 before going on to lecture on 
decretals at Bologna from 1440 to 1444.62

A lesser-known name deserving of  mention is Geronimo Ol-
zignano.63 This legal expert can also be found at the universities 
of  Dole and Freiburg. In Dole, he also served as a counselor in 
the parliament. There, and at other ‘princely’ universities that 
emerged during this period, scholars who were called upon by the 
Duke to become counselors were often also tasked with teaching 
at the university.

13. Jesuits in Louvain

A first group of  eight Spanish Jesuits expelled from Paris arrived in 
Louvain in 1542. They managed to establish a college only in 1556. 
The idea was to create a college-seminary where novices could be 
accommodated with the support of  teaching provided by the uni-
versity. Initially, their presence was not well received in the city,64 
and for this reason, the college was never part of   the university, 
unlike what happened in Douai65 and other important European 
university centers. However, the college began to play an important 
role when it established a public pastoral course to address the in-
adequate preparation of  young priests.66 The college received strong 
support from Jean de Vendeville, a professor of  law at both Louvain 
and Douai, and later the bishop of  Tournai. He had also under-
taken the responsibility of  establishing the University of  Douai.67

61  Reusens 1881–1903, II, p. 157.
62  Mazzetti 1847, p. 142.
63  Facciolati 1757, p. 111; Ruth 2001, p. 37; Beaune 1870, p. 159.
64  Hermans 2008, p. 23.
65  Grendler 2019, p. 15.
66  Poncelet 1927.
67  According to Jean Vendeville, the University of  Douai lacked a ‘principal 

member’ (Cardon 1892, p. 64), that is to say, a Jesuit college capable of  provid-
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Figure 7 shows that the Jesuit College of  Louvain was never 
merged with the university. Several figures with a rather high level 
of  human capital who taught at this college can be identified, 
such as Andres Vitus (1579–1656), Gregorio a Sancto Vincentio 
(1584–1667), or Andrea Tacquet (1612–1660). The latter was 
an important mathematician who paved the way for studies in 
infinitesimal calculus. The only professor who taught at both in-
stitutions was Harlemius Johannes Gulielmus (1538–1578), who 
served as a professor of  Sacred Scriptures and Hebrew.68

Among the famous Jesuits at the college of  Louvain, there is 
Robertus Bellarminus (1542–1621). In this period, he taught 
scholastic theology, commenting on Thomas Aquinas’s Summa. 
The period he spent in the Brabant city was marked by both re-
markable productivity and an intense religious journey. In fact, in 
1570, he was ordained as a priest and took the four solemn vows 
that committed him to the Society of  Jesus. Finally, the theolo-
gian Leonardus Lessius (1554–1623), who also taught scholastic 
theology for fifteen years at the Jesuit College in Louvain, must be 

ing good quality theological education. As a result, in 1568, the Jesuit College of  
Douai was also established.

68  Sommervogel & De Backer 1890, IV, p. 113; Roegiers 2012.

Fig. 7
The Jesuit College.
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mentioned. Before his experience in Louvain, during his forma-
tive years, he taught philosophy at the Jesuit College in Douai 
(Figure 4). These two figures, although not strictly related to the 
university, have much significance for the cultural and re-elective 
environment of  Louvain.

Finally, consulting the records of   the Society of  Jesus in the 
Spanish Netherlands reveals that a small community of  English 
Jesuits settled in Louvain fleeing persecution against Catholics in 
English territories.69 Initially, in 1605, they established a noviti-
ate and later founded a college dedicated to the teaching of  theol-
ogy and philosophy. This educational institution came into ex-
istence in 1614 but was amalgamated into the prestigious, larger 
English College in Liège in 1624. Over these ten years, the names 
of  Andres Vitus (Figure 7), Bresserus Martinus, Joannes Floydus, 
Michael Freemannus, Joannes Persaus, Henricus Silisdonius, Syl-
vester, Noritius, Laurentius Wortinektonus, and Christophorus 
Greenwood should be mentioned.

14. The Reasons for the peregrinatio

The mobility of  professors can be attributed to a myriad of  fac-
tors, and their journeys should be considered within the context 
of  political, economic, health, religious, or other motivations. In 
contrast to student migrations, which often stemmed from shared 
geographical origins, professors were predominantly propelled 
by economic incentives and aspirations to academic prestige. In 
many instances, the decision to transition from one university to 
another was motivated by the allure of  improved compensation. 
The prospect of  a higher salary, a larger student body (resulting in 
increased income), or enhanced benefits proved enticing enough 
for professors to embark on a quest for better opportunities else-
where.

A notable competition that existed among professors should 
not be underestimated. A professor’s prestige was determined by 
various factors, such as the number of  students attending their 
lectures and their regularity in attendance, their publications, the 

69  MS BE/942855/1723/3317 ‘Catalogus Provinciae Societatis Jesu Flandro-
Belgicae, 1620–1640’, transcription by P. Charles Waldack, nineteenth century.
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discipline they taught, as well as their social prestige.70 In other 
cases, changes occurred because the conditions for staying dete-
riorated. This was the case, for example, with Geulincx, who was 
dismissed from the university in 1658 for a combination of  aca-
demic and religious reasons. Geulincx was a follower of  Cartesian 
philosophy, which was considered controversial at the time, and 
he did not hide his sympathies for Jansenist thought.71

In various cases, professors sought greater freedom to conduct 
their research. A  notable example of  this approach is Andreas 
Vesalius (1514–1564), the renowned Flemish anatomist. After 
completing his medical studies in Paris, he chose to further his 
education in Padua. In 1537, he obtained a teaching position at 
the university there. The academic environment in Padua had al-
ready established a strong tradition in anatomy, with the practice 
of  dissections dating back to as early as 1446.72 Vesalius believed 
that this research methodology was crucial for the study of  hu-
man anatomy. However, he often found himself  in direct conflict 
with the anatomists in Louvain, who held a more restrictive view 
regarding this practice. The opportunity to conduct dissections 
without excessive limitations drew Vesalius’s interest to the Uni-
versity of  Padua. As emphasized by the historian David Soulier, 
Padua became a draw for numerous physicians from France, 
Spain, and other Italian universities.73

A move to another institution could also occur to escape the 
excesses of  university cities, where students often led an undisci-
plined life that did not align with the rigor of  teaching and study. 
Finally, epidemics were also among the reasons that led professors 
and students to seek new places of  study.

70  The different disciplines enjoyed varying levels of  prestige, which were pri-
marily reflected in professors’ salaries. For instance, law was the most prestigious 
field. A law professor could receive over a thousand florins in annual compensa-
tion for their teaching, while the salary of  a theology professor could be ten times 
lower. This strong hierarchy led to numerous heated controversies. See Denley 
2013, p. 491.

71  Hutton 2008, p. 433. For a long time, the reasons for his dismissal were 
shrouded in mystery. The documents outlining the decision to remove him from 
Louvain provide no explanation. There were rumors of  financial difficulties and 
an alleged affair with a local girl, Susanna Strickers, who later became his wife 
(Paquot 1768, III, p. 68; Van Der Haeghen 1886, p. 11).

72  De la Croix 2021a.
73  Soulier 2021, p. 177.

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
©	FHG 

 
 



LOUVAIN SCHOLARS ON THE MOVE

89

15. Conclusions

The Repertorium Eruditorum Totius Europae that we are cur-
rently developing goes beyond localized efforts by creating a 
comprehensive catalogue of  premodern professors across the 
entire European continent. This tool makes it possible to trace 
the mobility patterns of  scholars, which are otherwise difficult to 
discern from individual university records, each with its own for-
mat. Additionally, the human capital index we have introduced 
to measure the quality of  scholars is designed to enable mean-
ingful comparisons across both geographic regions and historical 
periods.

This study explored the history of  the University of  Louvain 
through the mobility of  its professors, highlighting how it served 
as an important crossroads for the circulation of  ideas in Europe 
between the fifteenth and eighteenth centuries. In its early years, 
Louvain was closely linked to the University of  Cologne, but 
soon developed academic relationships with other prestigious 
European institutions, such as Oxford and Rome. Over time, the 
university became a reference point for intellectual exchange, es-
tablishing ties with the new University of  Douai and later with 
Leiden, although the latter became more of  an antagonist.

However, after this peak period, academic mobility began to 
decline, indicating the gradual isolation of  the university and its 
diminishing centrality in the European landscape of  knowledge. 
In the eighteenth century, Louvain established new connections 
with the Académie Royale in Brussels, but the density of  rela-
tionships with other universities had diminished, limiting its role 
in the dissemination of  new scientific and cultural ideas.

In our study, we assessed and quantified the human capital 
of  scholars, using their publications as a measure of  their value. 
Our analysis showed that those with higher human capital, as 
reflected in their scholarly output, tended to move more fre-
quently, attracted by prestigious institutions or better economic 
conditions. However, some of  the most eminent scholars, such 
as Gemma Frisius (1508–1555), chose to spend much of   their 
careers in Louvain, while their knowledge continued to spread 
through the work of   their distinguished disciples, including 
Gerard Mercator (1512–1594), Andreas Vesalius, Rembert Do-
doens (1517–1585), and Johannes Stadius (c. 1527–1579). The 
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decline in academic mobility in the eighteenth century marked  
the beginning of  a period of  isolation for the university, which 
gradually lost its central role in European intellectual develop-
ment.

Bibliography

Primary Sources
[De Feller 1849] François-Xavier de Feller, Biographie universelle; ou, 

Dictionnaire historique des hommes qui se sont fait un nom par leur 
génie, leurs talents, leurs vertus, leurs erreurs ou leurs crimes, vol. 7, 
Besançon & Paris, 1849.

[Eloy 1755] Nicolas  F. Eloy,  Dictionnaire historique de la médecine. 
Contenant son origine, ses progrès, ses révolutions, ses sectes & son état 
chez différens Peuples. Ce que l’on a dit des Dieux ou Héros anciens 
de cette science. L’Histoire des plus célèbres médecins, philosophes ou 
personnes savantes de toutes nations qui ont concouru à son advance-
ment, vol. 2, Liège: Bassompierre, 1755.

[Facciolati 1757] Jacobo Facciolati, Fasti Gymnasii Patavini. Studio 
atque Opera Collecti. Ab Anno MDXVII. Q uo restitutae scholae sunt 
ad MDCCLVI, vol. 3, Padova, 1757.

[Molanus, ed. de Ram 1861a] Joannis Molani in Academia Lovaniensi 
s. Theologiae Doctoris et Proffessoris Historiae Lovaniensium 
Libri XIV, ed. Petrus Franciscus Xaverius de Ram, Brussels, 1861 
(Académie royale de Belgique. Commission royale d’histoire. Pub-
lications du Gouvernement).

[Molanus, ed. de Ram 1861b] Joannes Molanus, Les quatorze livres sur 
l’histoire de la ville de Louvain du docteur et professeur en théologie 
Jean Molanus, ed. Petrus Franciscus Xaverius de Ram, vol. 2, Brus-
sels, 1861 (Collection des chroniques belges inédites, 2).

[Paquot 1768] Jean Noël Paquot, Mémoires pour servir à l’histoire lit-
téraire des dix-sept provinces des Pays-Bas, de la principauté de Liége, 
et de quelques contrées voisines, vol. 2–3, Brussels, 1768.

Edited and Translated Works
[Erasmus, trans. Mynors & Thomson 1974] Desiderius Erasmus, ‘The 

Correspondence of  Erasmus. Letters 1–141 (1484–1500)’, trans. 
R. A. B. Mynors & D. F. S. Thomson; annot. W. K. Ferguson, in 
The Correspondence of  Erasmus, vol.  1, Toronto, Buffalo & Lon-
don: University of  Toronto Press, 1974.

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
©	FHG 

 
 



LOUVAIN SCHOLARS ON THE MOVE

91

Secondary Literature
Aston, T.  H., G.  D. Duncan & T.  R. Evans (1980), ‘The Medieval 

Alumni of   the University of  Cambridge’, in Past & Present,  86,  
pp. 9–86.

Beaune, H. (1870), Les Universités de Franche-Comté. Gray, Dole, Be-
sançon. Documents inédits publiés avec une introduction historique, 
Dijon: J. Marchand.

Becker, G.  S. (1964), Human Capital. A  Theoretical and Empirical 
Analysis, with Special Reference to Education, Chicago, IL: Univer-
sity of  Chicago Press.

Borgatti, S. P., M. G. Everett & J. C. Johnson (2018), Analyzing Social 
Networks, 2nd ed., London: Sage Publications.

Brants, V. (1906), La Faculté de Droit de l’Université de Louvain à tra
vers cinq siècles. Étude historique, Louvain & Paris: Peeters.

Brizzi, G. P. (2002), ‘L’identità dello studente tra medioevo ed età 
moderna’, in P.  Prodi & W.  Reinhard (eds), Identità collettive 
tra medioevo ed età moderna. Convegno internazionale di studio 
(Bologna, 28–30 settembre 2000), Bologna: Cooperativa Li-
braria Universitaria Editrice, pp. 313–32 (Q uaderni di discipline 
storiche, 17).

Cardon, G. (1892),  La fondation de l’Université de Douai, Paris:  
F. Alcan.

Catoire, G., V.  Debois, D. de la Croix, J.  Duchêne, M.  Ganterer & 
M.  Vitale (2021), ‘Scholars and Literati at the Universitas Lo-
vaniensis (1425–1797)’, in Repertorium Eruditorum Totius Euro-
pae, IV, pp. 53–66.

Claeys-Bouuaert, F. (1956), L’ancienne Université de Louvain. Études 
et documents, Louvain: Bibliothèque de la Revue d’histoire ecclési-
astique (Bibliothèque de la Revue d’histoire ecclésiastique, 28).

Classen, P. & E.  Wolgast (2013),  Kleine Geschichte der Universität 
Heidelberg, Cham: Springer-Verlag.

Cooper, C. H. & T. Cooper (1858), Athenae Cantabrigienses. 1500–
1585, vol. 1, Cambridge: Deighton, Bell and Co.

Curtis, M. & D. de la Croix (2023), ‘Measuring Human Capital. From 
WorldCat Identities to VIAF’, in Repertorium Eruditorum Totius 
Europae, X, pp. 17–22.

Degenne, A. & M. Forsé (1999), Introducing Social Networks, London: 
Sage Publications.

Dehon, G. (1968), ‘L’Université de Douai pendant la première moitié 
du XVIIIe siècle’, in Revue du Nord, 50 (198), pp. 317–50.

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
©	FHG 

 
 



DAVID DE LA CROIX – MARA VITALE

92

de la Croix, D. & R. Stelter (2021a), ‘Scholars and Literati at the Uni-
versity of  Leiden (1575–1800)’, in Repertorium Eruditorum Totius 
Europae, V, pp. 9–16.

de la Croix, D. & M. Vitale (2022), ‘A Timeline of  Medieval Universi-
ties’, in Repertorium Eruditorum Totius Europae, VIII, pp. 1–5.

de la Croix, D., F. Docquier, A. Fabre & R. Stelter (2024a), ‘The Aca-
demic Market and the Rise of  Universities in Medieval and Early 
Modern Europe (1000–1800)’, in Journal of   the European Eco-
nomic Association, 22, pp. 1541–1589.

de la Croix D., R. Scebba & C. Zanardello (2024b), ‘Salvation, Plants, 
and Cosmos. How Pre-modern Universities Spread Ideas’, Paper 
Presented at the XIIIth Heloise Workshop in Warsaw.

Denley, P. (2013), ‘“Medieval”, “Renaissance”, “Modern”. Issues of  
Periodization in Italian University History’, in Renaissance Studies, 
27, pp. 487–503.

De Reiffenberg, F.  A.  F.  T. (1829), ‘Sur les deux premiers siècles de 
l’Université de Louvain (1er mémoire)’, in Nouveaux mémoires 
de l’Académie royale des sciences et belles-lettres de Bruxelles, V, 
pp. 3–44.

De Ridder-Symoens, H. (1992), A History of  the University in Europe. 
Vol.  1: Universities in the Middle Ages, Cambridge: Cambridge 
University Press.

Discailles, E. (1872),  Les Pays-Bas sous le règne de Marie-Thérèse 
(1740–1780), Brussels & Leipzig: Muquardt.

Engberts, C., ‘From Transregional Recruitment to Self-reproduction. 
The Teaching Staff  at the University of  Leuven, 1425–1443’, in 
this volume.

Fragonard, M.-M. (2012), ‘S’illustrer en publiant ses lettres (XVIe–
XVIIe siècles)’, in Revue d’histoire littéraire de la France, 112, 
pp. 793–812.

Frijhoff, W. (1996), ‘Patterns’, in H. De Ridder-Symoens (ed.), A His-
tory of  the University in Europe. Vol. 2: Universities in Early Modern 
Europe (1500–1800), Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 
pp. 43–112.

Frijhoff, W. (2005), ‘L’université à l’époque moderne (XVIe–XVIIIe 
siècles). Réflexions sur son histoire et sur la façon de l’écrire’, in 
F. Attal, J. Garrigues, T. Kouamé & J. Vittu (eds), Les universités en 
Europe du XIIIe siècle à nos jours. Espaces, modèles et fonctions, Paris: 
Éditions de la Sorbonne, pp. 157–77.

Gabriel, A. L. (1978), Intellectual Relations between the University of  
Louvain and the University of  Paris in the 15th Century, Louvain: 
Leuven University Press.

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
©	FHG 

 
 



LOUVAIN SCHOLARS ON THE MOVE

93

Grendler, P. F. (2019), Jesuit Schools and Universities in Europe, 1548–
1773, Leiden & Boston, MA: Brill (Brill’s Research Perspectives in 
Jesuit Studies).

Hamilton, A. (1994), ‘An Egyptian Traveller in the Republic of  Let-
ters. Josephus Barbatus or Abudacnus the Copt’, in Journal of  the 
Warburg and Courtauld Institutes, 57, pp. 123–50.

Hanneman, R. A. & M. Riddle (2005), Introduction to Social Network 
Methods, Riverside, CA: University of  California.

Hasquin, E. (ed., 2009), L’Académie impériale et royale de Bruxelles. 
Ses académiciens et leurs réseaux intellectuels au xviiie siècle, Brussels: 
Académie royale de Belgique, 2009.

Hermans, M. (2008), ‘La fondation des collèges jésuites dans les Pays-
Bas et la Principauté de Liège, et l’intervention des pouvoirs ur-
bains’, in  Église, pouvoir civil et enseignement (XVI–XVIII siècle). 
Actes de la journée d’étude organisée aux Facultés universitaires 
Saint-Louis le 7 décembre 2007, Brussels: Facultés universitaires 
Saint Louis, pp. 9–31.

Hoenen, M. J. F. M. (1994), ‘Academics and Intellectual Life in the 
Low Countries. The University Career of  Heymeric de Campo 
(†  1460)’, in Recherches de théologie ancienne et médiévale,  61, 
pp. 173–209.

Hutton, S. (2008), ‘The Philosophical Works of  Arnold Geulincx’, 
in L. Foisneau (ed.), The Dictionary of  Seventeenth-Century French 
Philosophers, London: Bloomsbury, pp. 432–37.

Lamberts, E. & J.  Roegiers (1990), Leuven University 1425–1985, 
Louvain: Leuven University Press.

Löwe, J. A. (1999), ‘Richard Smyth and the Foundation of  the Univer-
sity of  Douai’, in Nederlands Archief  voor Kerkgeschiedenis/Dutch 
Review of  Church History, 79, pp. 142–69.

Logan, F. D. (2012), A History of  the Church in the Middle Ages, Lon-
don: Routledge.

Mailly, E. (1883), Histoire de l’Académie impériale et royale des sciences 
et belles-lettres de Bruxelles, vol. 1, Brussels: M. Hayez, Imprimeur 
de L’Académie royale de Belgique.

Mazzetti, S. (1847), Repertorio di tutti i professori antichi, e moderni, 
della famosa università, e del celebre istituto delle scienze di Bologna. 
Con in fine Alcune aggiunte e correzioni alle opere dell’Alidosi, del 
Cavazza, del Sarti, del Fantuzzi, e del Tiraboschi, Bologna, Tip. di 
S. Tommaso d’Aquino.

McClellan, J. E. (1985), Science Reorganized. Scientific Societies in the 
Eighteenth Century, New York, Columbia University Press.

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
©	FHG 

 
 



DAVID DE LA CROIX – MARA VITALE

94

Miller, C.  L. (2021), ‘Cusanus, Nicolaus [Nicolas of  Cusa]’, in E.  N. 
Zalta (ed.), Stanford Encyclopedia of  Philosophy, Stanford, CA: CSLI, 
https://plato.stanford.edu/archives/win2021/entries/cusanus.

Nève, F. (1848), Relations de Suffridus Petri et d’autres savants du XVIe 
siècle avec l’Université de Louvain. Etienne Heuschling et les der- 
niers temps de l’enseignement de l’hébreu au Collège des Trois 
Langues, Ghent: Vanlinthout et Vandenzande.

Nève, F. (1852), ‘Note sur un lexique hébreu qu’a publié à Louvain en 
1615 Joseph Abudacnus, dit Barbatus, chrétien d’Égypte’, in An-
nuaire de l’Université Catholique de Louvain, pp. 234–50.

Papy, J. (ed., 2018), The Leuven Collegium Trilingue 1517–1797. Eras
mus, Humanist Educational Practice and the New Language Insti-
tute Latin-Greek-Hebrew, Louvain, Paris & Bristol, CT: Peeters.

Paquet, J. (1958), Salaires et prébendes des professeurs de l’Université de 
Louvain au XVe siècle, Léopoldville: Éditions de l’Université ‘Lova-
nium’ (Studia universitatis ‘Lovanium’. Faculté de Philosophie et 
Lettres, 2).

Poncelet, A. (1927), Histoire de la compagnie de Jésus dans les anciens 
Pays-Bas. Établissement de la compagnie de Jésus en Belgique et ses 
développements jusqu’à la fin du règne d’Albert et d’Isabelle, 2 vols, 
Brussels: Lamertin (Mémoires. Académie royale de Belgique. 
Classes des lettres et des sciences morales et politiques. Collection 
in-8°, 2e serie, 21).

Rashdall, H. (1895),  The Universities of  Europe in the Middle Ages, 
2 vols, Oxford: Clarendon Press.

Reusens, E.  H.  J. (ed., 1881–1903), Documents relatifs à l’histoire de 
l’université de Louvain (1425–1797), 5 vols, Louvain: chez l’auteur.

Reusens, E. H. J., A. H. Schillings & J. Wils (eds, 1903), Matricule de 
l’Université de Louvain, Brussels: Kiessling (Académie royale de 
Belgique. Commission royale d’histoire).

Roegiers, J. (1987), ‘Professorencarrières aan de Oude Universiteit 
Leuven’, in A.  Jans et  al. (eds), Liber amicorum Dr  J. Scheerder. 
Tijdingen uit Leuven over de Spaanse Nederlanden, de Leuvense 
universiteit en historiografie, Louvain: Vereniging Historici Lo-
vanienses, pp. 227–39.

Roegiers, J. (2012), ‘Awkward Neighbours. The Leuven Faculty of  
Theology and the Jesuit College (1542–1773)’, in R.  Faesen & 
L. Kenis (eds), The Jesuits of   the Low Countries. Identity and Im-
pact (1540–1773). Proceedings of  the International Congress at the 
Faculty of  Theology and Religious Studies, KU Leuven (3–5 Decem-
ber 2009), Louvain, Paris & Walpole, MA: Peeters, pp.  153–75  
(Bibliotheca ephemeridum theologicarum Lovaniensium, 251).

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
©	FHG 

 
 



LOUVAIN SCHOLARS ON THE MOVE

95

Roegiers, J. & I. Vandevivere (2001), Louvain/Louvain-la-Neuve. Al-
ler Retour, Louvain: Presse Universitaire de Louvain.

Ruth, H.,  ‘Das Personen- und Ämtergefüge der Universität Freiburg 
(1520–1620)’ (unpublished doctoral thesis, Universität Freiburg 
i.Br., 2001).

Scebba, R. & M.  Fantoli, ‘Integrating Library and Prosopographical 
Data in the Publication Network of   the Old University of  Lou-
vain’, in this volume.

Schneppen, H. (1960), Niederländische Universitäten und deutsches 
Geistesleben. Von der Gründung der Universität Leiden bis ins späte 
18. Jahrhundert, Münster: Aschendorff  (Neue münstersche Bei
träge zur Geschichtsforschung, 6).

Schwinges, R. C. & C. Hesse (2019), Repertorium Academicum Ger-
manicum, https://en.rag-online.org/. 

Scott, J. (2017), Social Network Analysis, 4th ed., London: Sage Pub-
lications.

Soen, V. (2010), ‘The Loyal Opposition of  Jean Vendeville (1527–
1592). Contributions to a Contextualized Biography’, in D. Vany-
sacker, P. Delsaerdt, J.-P. Delville & H. Schwall (eds), The Q uintes-
sence of  Lives. Intellectual Biographies in the Low Countries Presented 
to Jan Roegiers, Turnhout: Brepols, pp. 43–62 (Bibliothèque de la 
Revue d’histoire ecclésiastique, 91).

Soen, V. (2019), ‘Containing Students and Scholars within Borders? 
The Foundation of  Universities in Reims and Douai and Trans
regional Transfers in Early Modern Catholicism’, in V.  Soen, 
A. Soetaert, J. Verberckmoes & W. François (eds), Transregional 
Reformations. Crossing Borders in Early Modern Europe, Göttin-
gen: Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht, pp. 267–94 (Refo500 Academic 
Series, 61).

Sommervogel, C. & A.  De Backer (1890–1932), Bibliothèque de la 
Compagnie de Jésus, 11 vols, Brussels: Schepens & Paris: Picard.

Soulier, D. (2021), ‘D’un Studium à l’autre. La peregrinatio academica 
des professeurs anatomistes en Europe (années 1540–1550)’, in 
Cahiers de la Méditerranée, 102, pp. 175–91.

Spychala, P. (2022), ‘Omnibus qui causa studiorum peregrinantur. Mo-
bilités sociales et géographiques des universitaires allemands, hon-
grois et slaves des universités françaises (1330–1500)’, in Trajec-
toires, 15, en ligne, https://doi.org/10.4000/trajectoires.7833.

Tricot-Royer, J. J. (1927), Coup d’oeil sur l’ancienne faculté de médecine 
de Louvain, Louvain: F. Ceuterick.

Université catholique de Louvain (1859),  Annuaire de l’Université 
catholique de Louvain 1859, vol. 23, Louvain: Vanlinthout.

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
©	FHG 

 
 



DAVID DE LA CROIX – MARA VITALE

96

Vander Haeghen, V. (1886), Geulincx. Étude sur sa vie, sa philosophie et 
ses ouvrages, Ghent: Hoste.

Van Mingroot, E. (1994), Sapientie immarcessibilis. A Diplomatic and 
Comparative Study of   the Bull of  Foundation of   the University of  
Louvain (December 9, 1425), Louvain: Leuven University Press 
(Mediaevalia Lovaniensia. Series 1: Studia, 25).

Van Mingroot, E. (2000), ‘Sapientie Immarcessibilis’, in M. Nelissen 
(ed.), De stichtingsbul van de Leuvense Universiteit 1425–1914, 
Louvain: Leuven University Press, pp. 17–29 (Lovaniensia – 600 
Years KU Leuven, 11).

Vanysacker, D., P.  Delsaerdt, J.-P.  Delville & H.  Schwall (eds, 
2010), The Q uintessence of  Lives. Intellectual Biographies in the Low 
Countries Presented to Jan Roegiers, Turnhout: Brepols (Biblio-
thèque de la Revue d’histoire ecclésiastique, 91).

Varenberg, E. (1878),  ‘Bernard-Barthelemy Désirant’, in Biographie 
nationale de Belgique, vol. 5, Brussels: Bruylant, col. 732–41.

Venn, J. (ed., 1927), Alumni Cantabrigienses. A Biographical List of  All 
Known Students, Graduates and Holders of  Office at the University 
of  Cambridge, from the Earliest Times to 1900, vol. 2, part 1, Cam-
bridge: Cambridge University Press.

Verboven, K., M. Carlier & J. Dumolyn (2007), ‘A Short Manual to 
the Art of  Prosopography’, in K. S. B. Keats-Rohan (ed.), Prosopog-
raphy Approaches and Applications. A Handbook, Oxford: Unit for 
Prosopographical Research, Linacre College, University of  Ox-
ford, pp. 35–70.

Verger, J. (1991), ‘La mobilité étudiante au Moyen Âge’, in Histoire de 
l’éducation, 50, pp. 65–90.

Wasserman, S. & K. Faust (1994), Social Network Analysis. Methods 
and Applications, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

Weiler, A.  G. (1978), ‘Les relations entre l’université de Louvain et 
l’université de Cologne au XVe siècle’, in J. IJsewijn & J.  Paquet 
(eds), The Universities in the Late Middle Ages, Louvain: Louvain 
University Press, pp. 49–81.

Digital Portals

http://www.biografischportaal.nl
https://www.lovaniensia.be/lovaniensia
https://academieroyale.be/fr/la-biographie-nationale-personnalites
https://ojs.uclouvain.be/index.php/RETE/index

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
©	FHG 

 
 



LOUVAIN SCHOLARS ON THE MOVE

97

https://rag-online.org/projekt/projekt
https://shiny-lidam.sipr.ucl.ac.be/scholars/
https://www.louvainmedical.be/sites/default/files/content/article/

pdf/lmed-10-2020-ama_histoire.pdf

Abstract
This study explored the history of  the University of  Louvain through 
the mobility of  its professors, highlighting how it served as an impor-
tant crossroads for the circulation of  ideas in Europe between the fif-
teenth and eighteenth centuries. In its early years, Louvain was closely 
linked to the University of  Cologne, but soon developed academic 
relationships with other prestigious European institutions, such as 
Oxford and Rome. Over time, the university became a reference point 
for intellectual exchange, establishing ties with the new University of  
Douai and later with Leiden, although the latter became more of  an 
antagonist. However, after this peak period, academic mobility be-
gan to decline, indicating the gradual isolation of   the university and 
its diminishing centrality in the European landscape of  knowledge. 
In the eighteenth century, Louvain established new connections with 
the Académie Royale in Brussels, but the density of  relationships with 
other universities had diminished, limiting its role in the dissemina-
tion of  new scientific and cultural ideas.

In our study, we assessed and quantified the human capital of  
scholars, using their publications as a measure of   their value. Our 
analysis showed that those with higher human capital, as reflected in 
their scholarly output, tended to move more frequently, attracted by 
prestigious institutions or better economic conditions. However, some 
of  the most eminent scholars, such as Gemma Frisius, chose to spend 
much of   their careers in Louvain, while their knowledge continued 
to spread through the work of  their distinguished disciples, including 
Mercator, Vesalius, Dodoens, and Stadius. The decline in academic 
mobility in the eighteenth century marked the beginning of  a period 
of  isolation for the university, which gradually lost its central role in 
European intellectual development.
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79

Bay, Jacques de → Baius, Jacobus
Bay, Michel de → Baius, Michael
Becker, Charles-Henri (second half 

17th cent.)  35, 159, 247
Beeringen, Raoul de (fl. 1426–1429, 

1440–1443)  108, 120, 127
Beke, Joos van der (Joos van Cleve; c. 

1485/1490–1540/1541)  389
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Bellarminus, Robertus (Robert Bel-
larmine; 1542–1621)  30, 70, 
86, 179, 189–90, 418

Belx, Arnold (fl. 1434–1435, 1442–
1443)  131

Berlaymont, Noël de (d. 1531)  297
Bienewitz, Peter → Apianus, Petrus
Bierens, Simon (fl. 1636–1658)  

240
Biervliet, Daniel de (fl. 1434–

1435)  119, 131
Blanche, Andreas (d. 1790)  221–

22, 240–41
Blendeff, Lambert (c. 1650–1721)  

35, 37, 247
Block, Jean (fl. 1434–1435)  131
Blockem, Daniel de (fl. 1426–1429)  

110–11, 128
Blondeel, Lancelot (1498–1561)  

42–43, 354, 356, 361–63, 374–
89, 394

Boecholdia, Henricus de (15th 
cent.)  115

Boel, Quirinus (c.  1620–1668)  
250

Boetius, Epo (1529–1599)  78
Bogaert, Adam Wilhelmi (fl. 1441–

1443)  112–13, 120, 129
Bonhomme, Richard (fl. 1431–1434)  

110–11, 128
Boniface VIII (pope; r. 1294–

1303)  108
Bont, Gerlach de (15th cent.)  111
Bont, Wilhelmus (Guillaume de 

Coster; fl. 1438–1443)  84, 
108–09, 120, 127

Borcht, Peeter van der (c. 1532–
1608)  257

Bornius, Henricus (c. 1617–1675)  
211

Borre, Thierry (fl. 1434–1435, 
1442–1443)  131

Boudart, Jacobus (fl. 1665–1666)  
240

Bouttats, Frederik, the Elder (fl. 
1612–1661)  255

Boxhornius, Marcus Zuerius (1612–
1653)  222, 233, 235

Brabant, Aegidius (fl. 1661)  221, 
240

Braem, Conrad (fl. 1475–1481)  
324–25, 327–32, 344

Brant, Herman (fl. 1427–1428, 
1434–1435)  119, 130

Bresserus, Martinus (early 17th cent.)  
87

Bruni, Leonardo (1370–1444)  
329–30

Burgerdijk, Franco Petri (1590–
1635)  219

Burman, Petrus (1668–1741)  222, 
237

Burmannus, Frans (° c. 1665)  
236

Busleyden, Hieronymus of (c. 1470–
1517)  165

Callot, Jacques (1592–1635)  250–
52

Campo, Heymericus da (1395–
1460)  77, 114–15, 120, 122, 
126, 129

Cantelbeke, Henricus Johannes van 
(fl. 1669–1670)  34, 36, 156, 
221–22, 224

Capella, André de (fl. 1441–1443)  
114–15, 120, 129

Cats, Jean (fl. 1434–1435, 1442–
1443)  131

Charles V (emperor;  r. 1519–
1556/1558)  186, 293, 299

Charles VII (king of France; r. 
1422–1461)  282

Charles of Lorraine (1561–1587)  
83–84

Charneux, Henricus de (d. 1701)  
240–41

Chouet, Jean-Robert (1642–1731)  
219

Christinaeus, Paulus (Pauwel van 
Christijnen; 1553–1631)  293

Cicero (Marcus Tullius Cicero; 
106–42 bce)  220, 233, 235, 
238, 323

Claeissens, Pieter II (1532–1623)  
373–374
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Clarius, Johannes (end 16th–begin-
ning 17th cent.)  196

Claudius Galenus → Galen
Claudius Ptolemaeus → Ptolemaeus
Clement VIII (pope; r. 1592–1605)  

190
Clenardus, Nicolaus (1495–1542)  

70, 416–17
Cleve, Joos van → Beke, Joos van  

der
Cnobbaert, Michiel (fl. 1652–1706)  

270
Cock, Judocus de (fl. 1693)  240
Cock, Simon (1521–1562)  320, 

335–39
Coesveldia, Jean de (fl. 1427–1428)  

117, 130
Colen, Ludovicus van (fl. 1663–

1664)  222, 248–62
Colin, André (fl. 1434–1435)  131
Collaert, Adriaen (1560–1618)  

255, 257–59
Collaert, Karel (1598–1654)  257
Colonia, Petrus de (d. 1578)  296–

301, 304
Corselius, Gerardus (Gérard de 

Courselle; 1568–1636)  32, 191
Coster, Guillaume de → Bont, Wil-

helmus
Coster, Henri de (fl. 1427–1432, 

1434–1442)  112–13, 120, 128
Courselle, Gérard de → Corselius, 

Gerardus
Cranevelt, Frans van (1485–1564)  

159
Cremensis, Franciscus (c. 1450–

1528)  44, 67
Crepy, Louis (1680–after 1754)  

262
Crucius, Carolus (fl. 1664)  235
Cruys, Sebastianus Vande (1637–

1732)  241
Cuperus, Gisbertus (° c. 1645)  235
Cusanus, Nicolaus (Nicholas of 

Cusa; 1401–1464)  76–77, 100
Cuyckius, Henricus (1546–1609)  

195–96

Damhouder, Joos de (1507–1581)  
292, 302, 306

Damman, Petrus (1634–1692)  
221, 240

Davantria, Henri Hughinc de (fl. 
1434–1435)  131

Decker, Léger Charles de (fl. 1673–
1692)  240–41

Delden, Joannes van (fl. 1680)  
232

Denique, Petrus (1683–1746)  35, 
37, 247

Descartes, René (1596–1650)  214, 
217–21, 231, 237

Deschamps, Eustache (c. 1340 – c. 
1405)  281

Desirant, Bernardus (1656–1725)  
81–82

Deventer, Jacob van (c. 1505–
1575)  357

Divitis, Gillis (fl. 1442–1443)  117, 
132

Dodoens, Rembert (1517–1585)  
89, 97

Driessens, Valeer → Andreas, Vale-
rius

Drusius, Johannes (1550–1616)  
79

Du Bois, Nicolas (1620–1696)  240
du Buisson, Jean (16th cent.)  79
Du Chesne, Andreas (d. 1684)  240

Eechout, Guillaume (fl. 1434–
1435)  131

Egmond, Joannes ab (fl. end 16th 
cent.)  304

Elizabeth I (queen; r. 1558–1603)  
80

Enden, Martinus van den (fl. 1630–
1654)  255

Engelgrave, Hendrik (1610–1670)  
270, 272

Enghelen, Ambroise van (fl. 1427–
1428)  130

Erasmus, Desiderius (1466/67/69–
1536)  40–41, 44, 61, 70, 74, 
165, 414–17, 420
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Estius, Gulielmus (1542–1613)  
181, 183–84, 188

Euclid (fl. c. 300 bce)  418
Eugene IV (pope; r. 1431–1447)  

21, 100
Évrard de Harlem (fl. 1442–1443)  

132
Eyben, Arnoldus (1633–1712)  240

Fabri, Pierre (fl. 1432–1433)  114–
15, 129

Faes, Cornelius (d. 1694)  221, 240
Flemael, Ludovicus (fl. 1669–

1670)  240
Florentii, Adrianus (Adriaan Florens- 

zoon van Utrecht; 1459–1523) 
→ Adrian VI

Florus (Lucius Aenaeus Florus; 1st 
cent.)  233, 238

Floydus, Joannes (early 17th cent.)  
87

Foullon, Servais (1624–1679)  187
Frangipani, Ottavio (1544–1612)  

190
Freemannus, Michael (early 17th 

cent.)  87
Frisius, (Reinerus) Gemma (Jemme 

Reinerszoon; 1508–1555)  43, 
71, 89, 97, 351–94, 417–18

Froben, Johannes (1460–1527)  41

Gaius Julius Phaedrus → Phaedrus
Gaius Petronius Arbiter → Petronius
Gaius Plinius Secundus → Pliny the 

Elder
Gaius Sallustius Crispus → Sallustius
Gaius Suetonius Tranquillus → Sue-

tonius
Galen (Claudius Galenus; 129 – c. 

200 ce)  24, 112
Galilei, Galileo (1564–1642)  69
Galle, Philips (1537–1612)  257, 

259, 261
Galle, Theodoor (1571–1633)  258
Garsiis, Louis de (fl. 1435–1438)  

85, 108–09, 121, 127
Genet, Jean (fl. 1434–1435)  131

Gerardi, Jacobus (end 16th cent.)  
193, 195

Gerards, Marcus (c. 1521 – c. 1590)  
383

Germeys, Hubertus (d. 1638)  
187

Gestel, Henri de (fl. 1442–
1443)  132

Geulincx, Arnold (Arnoud) (1624–
1669)  71, 81, 88, 219

Goirle, Gaspar van (fl. 1675–
1686)  241

Golius, Jacobus (1596–1667)  211
Gompel, Godefroid de (fl. 1427–

1428, 1434–1435, 1442–1443)  
119, 130

Goronne, Martinus Andreas (d. 
1712)  240

Goudelin, Pierre → Gudelinus, Petrus
Graft, Albert de (fl. 1427–1428)  

130
Granvelle, Antoine Perrenot de  

(cardinal; 1517–1586)  81
Gratian (fl. c. 1125–1140)  108
Greenwood, Christophorus (early 

17th cent.)  87
Gregorio a Sancto Vincentio,  

(1584–1667)  86
Gregory XI (pope; r. 1370–1378)  

107
Gregory XIII (pope; r. 1572–1585)  

179
Groesbeek, Jean de (fl. 1426–1443)  

110–11, 128
Gronovius, Jacobus (1645–1716)  

223–24, 233, 235–39
Gronovius, Johannes Fredericus 

(1611–1671)  215–16, 222–23, 
234, 238

Gronselt, Jean de (fl. 1433–1443)  
110–11, 120, 128

Grosseteste, Robert (c. 1175–1253)  
330

Gudelinus, Petrus (Pierre Goudelin; 
1550–1619)  292

Gulielmus, Harlemius Johannes 
(1538–1578)  86
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Gutschoven, Willem Van (1618–
1667)  219

Hanaerts, Gilles (fl. 1442–1443)  
132

Haneron, Antoine (fl. 1434–1435)  
119–20, 131

Harlem, Gérard de (fl. 1442–1443)  
121, 132

Hayé, Michael (d. 1676)  35, 247, 
264–65, 267–70, 274

Heereboord, Adriaan (1613–1661)  
211, 218–20

Heidanus, Abrahamus (1597–1678)  
81

Heijden, Gaspar van der (c. 1496 – 
after 1549)  357

Heinrici de Ziricxzee, Baudouin  
(fl. 1442–1443)  133

Helmont, Johannes Baptista van 
(1579–1644)  70

Herodian (Herodianus; c. 170–240)  
235, 238

Hesiod (Hesiodus; c. 750–650 
bce)  211

Heuschling, Etienne (1762–1847)  
82

Hinojosa, Adriaan Pieter de (1669–
1741)  218, 236–37

Hippocrates (c. 460–370 bce)  40, 
112, 153

Hoestede, Christophe (fl. 1434–
1435)  131

Hogenberg, Frans (1535–1590)  
250–51, 253

Hologne, Guilielmus (fl. 1652–
1653)  222

Hoogstraten, Jacob van (1460–
1527)  77

Horatius Torsellinus (1545–1599)  
235, 237

Hornius, Georgius (1620–1670)  
211

Horst, Johannes van der (fl. 
1668)  235

Houbraken, Judocus (c. 1618–
1681)  240–41

Houtgheers de Lewis, Mathias (fl. 
1434–1435)  132

Hove/Hoven, Joannes van den (fl. 
1687–1710)  221, 240–41

Hunnaeus, Augustinus (Augustijn 
Huens; 1521–1577/8)  320, 
334–35, 338–43

Hurrilaeus, Dermitius → O’Hurley, 
Dermot

Huutslare de Dixmuda, Siger (fl. 
1434–1435)  131

Huygens, Gummarus (1631–1702)  
167, 221, 240

Isabella of Spain (1566–1633)  
196, 209, 251

Isocrates (436–338 bce)  210

Jansenius of Ypres, Cornelius, II 
(1585–1638)  70, 418–20

Janssonius, Jacobus (1547–1625)  
177–205

Jensma, Leo (fl. 1691)  232
Johannes, Ramus (1535–1578)  78
John IV (duke of Brabant; r. 1415–

1427)  286
John of Austria (1547–1578)  295, 

297
Joseph II (Holy Roman Emperor; r. 

1765–1790)  402
Justinian I (emperor; r. 527–565)  

40, 153, 233
Justinus (Marcus Junianus Justinus; 

2nd cent.)  234, 237

Kalteisen, Henrich (1390–1465)  
77

Kampbecker van Lyer, Johannes 
(15th cent.)  76

Kechelius, Samuel Carolus (1611–
1668)  211

Kepler, Johannes (1571–1630)  
80

Kerman, Jean (fl. 1427–1428)  117, 
130

Kiliaan, Cornelis (1528–1607)  
259, 320
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Kinschotius, Henricus (Hendrik  
van Kinschot; 1541–1608)  
293, 306

Knotter, Johannes (fl. 1683–
1684)  222, 232

Kyperus, Albertus (c. 1600–
1655)  219

Labricque, Libertus (16th–17th 
cent.)  184, 187, 198

Laecman, Antoine (fl. 1436–
1443)  110–11, 120, 128

Lamine, Nicolaus (1646–1708)  
240–41

Lapide, Cornelius a (1567–1637)  
181, 183, 188–89, 197

Lauwkens, Laurentius (fl. 1652–
1655)  240

Ledrou, Pierre-Lambert (1641–
1721)  81

Leeuw, Elbert de → Leoninus, El-
bertus

Lensaeus, Johannes (Jean de Lens; 
1541–1593)  194

Leoninus, Elbertus (Elbert de Leeuw; 
1519/1520–1598)  292

Lessius, Leonardus (Lenaert Leys; 
1554–1623)  86, 179, 189–90, 
419–20

Lipsius, Justus (1547–1606)  44, 
70, 74, 80–81, 220, 415–17

Lisiers, Norbertus Josephus (fl. 
1693–1695)  222

Livy (Titus Livius; 59 bce –17 ce)  
216, 220, 236–37

Loe, Godefroid de (fl. 1441–1443)  
114, 121, 129

Loemelensis, Johannes (second half 
16th cent.)  32, 186

Loen, Henri de (fl. 1438–1441)  
114–15, 121, 129

Lombard, Peter (c. 1096/1100–
1160) → Peter Lombard

Lombard, Peter (1555–1625)  196
Lucianus (c. 125 – c. 180)  236
Lucius Annaeus Florus → Florus
Lucius Annaeus Seneca → Seneca

Lucius Apuleius Madaurensis → 
Apuleius (of Madaura)

Luther, Martin (1483–1526)  69

Mackgill, Joannes (fl. 1698–1699)  
238

Maesche (?), Constantinus (?) (17th 
cent.)  235

Makculloch, Magnus (15th cent.)  
246

Malderus, Johannes (Jan van Mal-
deren; 1563–1633)  196, 419–
20

Malingre, Martin (fl. 1434–
1435)  117, 132

Marcus Junianus Justinus → Justinus
Marcus Tullius Cicero → Cicero
Martens, Dirk (Theodoricus Marti-

nus; 1446–1534)  25–26, 41, 
150–52, 324–25, 328–31, 344, 
415

Martin V (pope; r. 1417–1431)  21, 
99, 286

Martini, Aegidius (d. 1677)  240
Martinus, Theodoricus → Martens, 

Dirk
Masius, Jean (d. 1622)  151, 199
Melis, Petrus (d. 1736)  241
Mennekens, Arnold (d. 1672)  

240–41, 250
Mera, Antoine de (fl. 1427–1428)  

130
Mera, Conrard de (fl. 1440–

1443)  108, 120, 128
Mera, Henri de (fl. 1426–1437)  

108–09, 120, 127
Mercator, Gerard (1512–1594)  

70, 89, 97, 352, 357
Merlen, Theodoor van, I (fl. 1624–

1659)  255
Meurisse, Martin (1584–1644)  

268
Meyssens, Cornelis (fl. 1660–1661)  

255
Meyssens, Joannes (fl. 1640–1670)  

255
Midi, Nicolas (fl. 1432–1434)  

114–15, 129
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Molina, Luis de (1535–1600)  190
Montenaken, Henri (fl. 1434–

1435)  119, 132
More, Thomas (1478–1535)  41, 

415
Mudaeus, Gabriel (Gabriël van der 

Muyden; 1500–1560)  151
Muel, Egidius (d. 1691)  241
Muyden, Gabriël van der → Mu-

daeus, Gabriel

Nannius, Petrus (Pieter Nanninck; 
1496–1557)  220

Nederven, Cornelius van (fl. 1653–
1657)  222, 232

Neefs/Neve, Adrianus de (d. 1676)  
240

Neel, Jean de (fl. 1426–1429, 1431–
1439)  112–13, 120, 128

Nelis, Corneille-François de (1736–
1798)  83

Newton, Isaac (1643–1727)  69
Nilant, Johannes Fredericus (fl. 

1696–1698)  224, 237–39
Noort, Adam van (1570–1618)  

255
Noritius (early 17th cent.)  87
Novilia, Robertus de (fl. 1663–

1668)  221, 240–41, 248

O’Hurley, Dermot (Dermitius 
Hurrilaeus; 1530–1584)  296, 
299–300, 302

Olzignano, Geronimi (16th cent.)  
85

Ortelius, Abraham (1527–1598)  
352

Ovid (Publius Ovidius Naso; 43  
bce – 17 ce)  233–34, 239, 323

Pannecoeck, Hieronimus (fl. 1653–
1654)  222

Paquot, Jean-Noël (1722–1803)  
83

Passe, Crispijn van de, I (1564–
1637)  258

Peckius, Petrus (Pieter Peck; 1529–
1589)  292

Peeters, Joannes (first half 18th 
cent.)  270

Pelegrinus, Joannes (Jean Pélerin; 
1445 – before 1524)  388

Perez, Antonio (1540–1611)  292
Perezonius, Jacobus (1651–1715)  

222, 236–37
Perperius, Joannes (first half 17th 

cent.)  250
Persaus, Johannes (early 17th cent.)  

87
Pétau, Denis (Dionysius Petavius; 

1583–1652)  236–37
Peter Lombard (c. 1096/1100–

1160)  24, 153
Peter of Spain (Petrus Hispanus; 

1205–1277)  328–29
Petronius (Gaius Petronius Arbiter; 

27–66 ce)  234
Phaedrus (Gaius Julius Phaedrus; c. 

15 bce – c. 50 ce)  233–34
Philip II (king of Spain; r. 1555/6–

1598)  230, 295
Philip the Good (duke of Burgundy; 

r. 1419–1467)  282
Piro, Henricus de (1403–1473)  77, 

110–11, 119, 121, 128
Pius V (pope; r. 1566–1572)  178
Plantin, Christophe (Christoffel) 

(c.  1520–1589)  151, 298, 320
Platea, Jean de (fl. 1428–1432)  76, 

108, 127
Plato (c. 427–347 bce)  250
Plautus (Titus Maccius Plautus; 

251–184 bce)  233
Pliny the Elder (Gaius Plinius Se-

cundus; 23/24–79)  234
Pomponius Mela (1st cent.)  217, 

220, 234, 238
Porphyry of Tyre (Porphyrius; c. 

235  –  c. 305)  25, 28, 40, 153, 
324, 326, 328

Possemiers, Adriaen (fl. until 1685)  
255

Pourbus, Pieter (c. 1523–1584)  42, 
351–94

Prum, Nicolas de (fl. 1426–
1432)  76–77, 108–09, 127
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Ptolemaeus (Claudius Ptolemaeus; 
87–c. 150)  357

Publius Cornelius Tacitus → Tacitus
Publius Ovidius Naso → Ovid
Publius Terentius Afer → Terentius
Publius Vergilius Maro → Virgil
Puelincx (Pulinckx or Puelinex), 

Stephanus (d. 1625/1626)  31, 
177–205

Puessius, Adrien (16th cent.)  78
Pulchri Johannis, Jean (fl. 1427–

1428)  118, 130
Puteanus, Erycius (1574–1646)  71

Quareux, Gerardus J. (de) (1664–
1741)  240

Raei, Johannes de (1620/22–1702)  
211, 218–19

Raelen, Joannes (fl. 1690–1693)  
232, 240–41

Raellen, Hubertus (fl. 1680s)  241
Recanati, Antoine de (fl. 1433–

1442)  114–15, 121, 129
Regis, Theodoricus (15th cent.)  

28–29, 246
Reinerszoon, Jemme → Frisius, 

(Reinerus) Gemma
Renardi, Guilielmus (fl. 1704–1725)  

241
Reniss, Pierre de (fl. 1427–1428)  

120, 130
Rescius, Rutgerus (Rutger Ressen; c. 

1495–1545)  40, 149
Retheri, Henri (fl. 1430–1436)  

110, 119, 128
Rethy, Winand de (fl. 1427–1428)  

103, 130
Reysenaelde, Arnold (fl. 1429–1434, 

1437–1440)  108, 127
Rijckius, Theodoricus (1640–1690)  

216, 222, 236–37
Ripperda, Georgius (fl. 1658–

1674)  234
Risen, Jean (fl. 1440–1441)  108, 

119, 127
Rivius, Gerardus (16th–17th cent.)  

188

Rodolphi, Jean (fl. 1427–1428)  
118, 130

Roelants, Jacob (end 16th cent.)  
151

Romanus, Adrianus (Adriaan van 
Roomen; 1561–1615)  417–18

Rossum, Adrien Van (second half 
18th cent.)  83

Rost, Maurus (1632–1706)  187
Roucourt, Joannes (1636–1676)  

241
Rucholle, Petrus (c.  1584/87–

1646/47)  250
Rupert I (Elector Palatine; 1309–

1390)  68
Ruyssche, Gérard (fl. 1442–1443)  

132

Sacrobosco, Johannes de (c. 1195 –  
c. 1236)  153

Sadeleer, Jan, I (1550–1600)  263
Salice, Godefroid de (fl. 1427–

1428)  112–13, 128
Sallustius (Gaius Sallustius Crispus; 

86–39/35 bce)  239
Sanders, Nicholas (1530–1583)  80
Scarley, Johannes (16th cent.)  291
Schooten, Frans van, Jr (1615–

1660)  218
Sebastianus a Matre Dei (Stanisław 

Szulc; d. 1681)  270
Seneca (Lucius Annaeus Seneca; c. 4 

bce – 65 ce)  402
Senguerdius, Wolferdus (1646–

1724)  219–20, 237
Septem Montibus, Chrétien de (fl. 

1434–1435)  132
Servati, Simon (fl. 1655–1672)  

241
Silisdonius, Henricus (early 17th 

cent.)  87
Smet, Georgius de (second half 17th 

cent.)  159
Smyth, Richard (1499/1500–

1563)  79
Snavel, Jean (fl. 1435–1440)  108, 

127
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Snellaerts, Dominicus (1650–
1720)  241

Sophocles (496–406)  239
Spanheim, Fredericus (1600–1649)  

236–37
Spierinck, Jean (fl. 1442–1442)  

103, 120, 133
Stadius, Johannes (c. 1527–1579)  

89, 97
Staes, Elisabeth (fl. 1560–1562)  

151–52
Stapleton, Thomas (1535–1598)  

79, 400
Stapleton, Thomas (1622–1694)  

400
Steenwijk, Bertold (fl. 1427–1428)  

131
Stembier de Leodio, Jean (fl. 1434–

1435)  131
Stevenot, Joannes (fl. 1671–1676)  

241
Steyaert, Martinus (1647–1701)  

401
Stockelpot, Jean (fl. 1427–1428)  

130
Stradanus, Johannes (Jan van der 

Straet; 1523–1605)  257, 259, 
261

Strijen, A. B. van (end 17th cent.)  
237

Sucquet, Jean (fl. 1441–1443)  
112–13, 128

Suetonius (Gaius Suetonius Tran-
quillus; 69/70–140)  234

Sylvester (early 17th cent.)  87
Szulc, Stanisław → Sebastianus a 

Matre Dei

Tacitus (Publius Cornelius Taci-
tus; c. 56–117)  216, 236, 238,  
402

Tacquet, Andrea (1612–1660)  86
Tennulius, Samuel (Samuel Ten 

Nuyl; fl. 1671–1673)  215, 
234–35

Terentius (Publius Terentius Afer; c. 
195/190–159 bce)  234, 236, 
238

Thomas Aquinas (c. 1225–1274)  
24, 31, 69, 86, 153, 199, 418

Thysius, Joannes (1622–1653)  211
Tiebaut, Sebastianus (1632–1712)  

240–41
Titelmannus, Franciscus (Frans 

Titelmans; c. 1502–1537)  320, 
334–41

Titus Livius → Livy
Titus Maccius Plautus → Plautus
Tuldenus, Diodorus (Theodoor van 

Tulden; 1594–1645)  32, 191

Uchtmannus, Allardus (1611–1680)  
211

Urban VIII (pope; r. 1623–1644; 
born Maffeo Vincenzo Barber-
ini)  419

Valerius, Cornelius (1512–1578)  
416–17

Valkenisse, Nicolas (fl. 1434–1435)  
132

Varenacker, Jean (fl. 1434–1435, 
1442–1443)  132–33

Veerdonck, Martinus H. (fl. 1669–
1670)  222

Vendeville, Jean de (Joannes Vende
villius; 1527–1592)  78, 85

Verhasselt, Merten (fl. 1546–1577)  
320

Versaeren, Jean (fl. 1454–1460)  
121

Vesalius, Andreas (1514–1564)  
31, 70, 88–89, 97

Villon, François (c. 1431 – c. 1463)  
281, 314

Vincent, Lambertus (d. 1684)  
240–41, 248

Vinea, Jacques de (fl. 1433–1436)  
114, 129

Virgil (Publius Vergilius Maro; 70–
19 bce)  220, 323, 331

Viruli, Charles (fl. 1442–1443)  
120, 133

Vitus, Andres (1579–1656)  86–
87
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Vivario, Goswin de (fl. 1427–
1428)  118, 130

Vives, Juan Luis (1492/93–1540)  
44, 67, 70, 74, 416–17

Voerda, Jean de (fl. 1442–1443)  
133

Volder, Burchardus de (1643–
1709)  218, 222, 237

Voltaire, François Arouet de (1694–
1778)  69

Vos, Maarten de (1532–1603)  263

Wachtebeke, Adrien de (fl. 1427–
1428)  130

Wamesius, Joannes (fl. 1555–1590)  
303

Watts, Isaac (1674–1748)  261
Wauckier, Joannes Baptista (1651–

1710)  222, 241
Waumans, Coenraet (fl. 1633–

1661)  255
Welle, Pierre de (fl. 1440–1443)  

114–15, 121, 129
Wellens, Henri (fl. 1427–1428)  

130
Welleus, Hieronymus I (fl. 1559–

1585)  320, 339–43
Wemeldingen, Gilles de (fl. 1434–

1435)  132
Werici, Deodatus (d. 1712)  241

Wesalia, Jean de (fl. 1429–1443)  
112–13, 122, 126, 128

Westfalen, Johannes Van (1450–
after 1501)  324–25, 328–31, 
344

Widoe de Herck, Jean (fl. 1434–
1435, 1442–1443)  131

Wielant, Filips (c. 1441–1520)  
292, 306

Wijckersloot, Cornelius van (fl. 
1652–1653)  222

Winningen, Jean de (fl. 1433–
1443)  114–15, 120, 129

Wortinektonus, Laurentius (early 
17th cent.)  87

Wyngaerde, Anton van den (1525–
1571)  383

Zilleken de Saint-Trond, Denis de 
(fl. 1434–1435)  132

Zoesius, Henricus (Hendrik Zoes; 
1571–1627)  292–93

Zomeren, Henri de (fl. 1442–
1443)  133

Zumbach de Koesfelt, Lotharius 
(1661–1727)  220, 222, 236

Zypaeus, Franciscus (Frans van der 
Zypen; 1578–1650)  292
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