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Big project

Did elite human capital trigger the rise of the West?

Building a large sample of academic scholars in Europe over the period
1000CE-1800CE.

To measure the quality of scholars, these data are matched with existing catalogues of
publications

Rethink the complementarity between economic growth and scholars & literati
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Covered institutions (universities & academies)
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49
Fu Professore di Medicina nell’ An-

no 1510-11.
337. BARTOLOMEO da Forli. Nel-
Panno 1384 era Lettore di Rettorica:
338. BAKTOLOMEO da Forli. Leg-
geva la Notaria nel 1438-39.
339. BARTOLOMEO dal Frial. Fu

asi
impopoli Lettore in tale facol
d-l 1388 in poi n
dolo trovato inscritto ne’Libri
Gumers di Baloges te i Balar
dollo Studio, riteniamo che lo
confuso col deno Bartolomeo e
Friuli. = Alidosi

4o, BARTOLOMEO da Lodi, Leg-
gova Cruamatios ¢ Rettorica 1 An-

6.

34‘: BARTOLOMEO da san My
0., laureato in Medicina nel nostro
Studio ’Anno 1489, nel quale venne

to futs Profusore i Chirurgi,
che mngnb per tutto il 1494-95.

34a. BARTOLOMEO dalfa’ Mas
Nel 1438 lo vediumo Lattore do'Vo-
lumi, e nel 1444 di‘Nota

343. “BARTOLOMEQ da Padova
L.ff.v. la Medicioa nel 1330,

12,
BARTOLOMEO da Finconea.
nno 1384 per
il 1380-q0.

345. BARTOLOMMEO Piemontese.
Fu Professore di Filosofia dal 1447
per tatto i 14 o,
BARTOLOMMEO da Pontre-
moh ng eva il Codice nel 1448-4o.

BXRTOLOMEG fglio dh Cur
gli-lmn da Rey

gio. Nel 1384 fa con-
er Medico delle ma-
lattie degli occhi, e nel 1391 godeva
per tale impiego dal Senato Pemolu-
mento di fiorini a0 all'anno, ed era
molto stimato in Bologua, ¢ fuori

coloso per tali malattie.
Lesse la Gramms

m‘owmo da Regno nel
'u Professore di Gram:
nunu e Rammu dall’ anao 1383

Selected facts

00000

349. BARTOLOMEO da_Usbino.
Lessa 1’ Astrologia , indi la Medicina
dall’ anno 1433 per tutto il 1440. =
Alidosi p. 14

350. BARTOLOMEO da Urbin d-l.
VOrdine degli Eremitani di

M ing. = Ghi
part. 1L lib. XIX. p. 22 b XXII,

5
351, BARTOLOMEQ di Valenza.
Lesse 1’ Astrologia nell’ anno
352, BARTOLOTTI o Bertoiotti
Giovanni, figlio di altro Giovanai Bo-
log;

reato in Filosofia,
aggregato al Collegio 4o Toohog

Fa o racaoots, ohe I8
Lettore di Sacra Scrittura dal 1605
al 16073 e noi colla sicura guida sem=
pre de’ Rotoli aggiungeremo che lesse
n tale facolti_anche nell’anno sco-
1

ami & alla, Teologo d
ta, Pocta , ¢ fornito
della perfetta conoscenza delle Lin-
taliana,, Latina , Ebraica, Gre-
ca, Arabica , lllir ‘rancese , Te-
osca, Inglose , o Turchesca. Fu pure
Protonotario Apostolico, o fondatore
2ell anvo 16do dell Accudemis, degli
Indomiti in Bologna , ove mor)
Lanno 1646. Dmm. del suddotto Col
le,m de’ Teologi, = Fantuzzi tom. I,

£

" s Vedi Benedetio di Piombino.

353. BASACOMARI Busacomare fi-
glio di_ Albertuccio, dillustre o po-
tente famiglia Bologuese , Dottore di
Leggi del 1269. Fu Professore famoso
di Gius Civile. Fu Pretore di Cremo-

tonio. Era_trk i Professori del nostro
Studio del 141, come ce ne avvisa

scienza profes
nel Catalogo degli Artis
conviedt credore che fi
Forestiere. r..mdm. pare. 11, li-
bro XXVIII,

| 355 BASSA"U Aluundm Bologno-
se, Prete dell”
o e asts it sma il

o’ Agosto 16
tobo- & fraitualoai. ivili il anno
1701 all’ anno 1741-4a , \ppare
dli Totall. dol noeteo Stadio s nel
quali perd & notato assente per It
maggior parte del detto tempo , ciod

nol 1703, o dal 1704 al 1741-4a, per
cui non lesse che negli anni 1701,

ASSANI Girolamo Bolognesey
doll’ Ordine de’ Predicatori , nato i
Bologn

n, ¢ diede incominciamento allo sue
ioni li 30 Ottobre dell’anno me-
toseguendo con gran con

orto d1 Scolass fno, l'apaca di sus

#0 1603, = Fantuezi tom. 1, p. 380;
1357, BASSANI Rogeo ﬁ,lm di Aloe-
dindo Bologie n Filo-
Wofia i 25 anper 16345
od ngeritto al Collegw di talo
i 1i a8 Novembre 16a6. Noll ..m
{1645 ottonne une Gatetes i Lo
tay che Gccapd  per the.aini , dopo
ol i rfrits lq“«‘ i m-

ando.

astino Bologtess. .

applicato doa molto proets allo S
dio della Botanica, venne hel 1761
fatto Cstode dell'Orto Botanico della
Universita  indi Prefetto del Giardi
delle Piante. és
tissimo Botanico, e Naturalista, e

6. Fu pubblico Lots ted
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s
ridusse il detto Orto-ad uno stato ta~
ln, cho non ebbe ad invidiare quoll

a, di Padova, ed altri. Morl

in Bologaa li 9 Naggio 1774. =

tuzzi tom. 1, p. 38
350 BA! 938 Loues Maia Caterinn
figla' del Dottor Giuseppo , nata in
Bologni i a9 Ottobre 1711, laureata
in Filosofia 1i 1a Maggio 173a., o
come Donna famosa a quel Collegio
aggrogata nello stewo giorno. Senza
di let inchiesta, vollo il Senato di
Bologna nel giorno 29 Ottobre del
detto anno 1735 conferirgli wna,
di Filosofin Universale , nell
quale sempre lesse con concorso
ordinario, e sommo plauso. Li 16
Maggio 1776, dietro Ia_morte dol
Dottor Paolo Batista Balbi Profemso-
nentale del colobre
Totituto delle S mz., venno In no-
stra Laura_scelta in suo luogo. Bea
tanto il grido i questaillusre Don-
ma, che Sovrani o Personaggi eminens

n log

BEL

ti, nel pa

ad
Visitarl, Quivi merd Ji 30 Fehbnm
1778, ascritta anche all’A
Benedettina per elezione fattane dal-
Iimmortale Benodstto XIV. = F!
tuzsi.tom. 1, p: 304

S60. BASSIANO' o ‘Bassisro. Gio-
vanni Gremonese Dottor di ‘Leggi. Fu
Professore fumodo di Gius Canonico
Girils, o tra susi seolai 3. antovera
il famoso Azzone. Era Canonito della
Gattedrale, ed i ,..... certamente
idilla Cattodra:negliaani 4166, 11785

e 1194, Morl in Bologan el 1197
Savioli Annali di
P30 tom. I purt 1, . 81 Fan-
tuzzi,Tom. I, p. 40a. e tom. VI, p. 19.

T BATTACLIA O
s, lnnreato in. Logy
165y, Lews-lo- Tnsitaziont. G
1661 all” anno 1666-1667
iclon amente, ariserva dell’anno
1664,/ in cui trovavasi assente dalla
Cattedra.

362. BATTAGLINT Reverendo Pa-
te Di Gio. Francesco. Dal Registro
degli Scolari matricolati. risulta che

Conclusion
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Example of
secondary source:
Bologna

Mazzetti (1847):
Repertorio dei
professori
dell’Universita e
dell’lstituto delle
scienze di Bologna
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Women
Expected (by us) number of women in academia bef. 1800: 0
But we found 110 women among the 57,877 scholars collected so far

For the curious mind, it is interesting to see who they were, if they were married, if
they published well, how they made it etc.

For the economist, one intriguing question appears:
Most of those women are found in Catholic places

This challenges the view that Protestant countries were ahead on the road to
modernity
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Male & Female scholars over time

Period nb. scholars nb. institutions
Start End all  women  all with women
1000 1199 317 3 19 1
1200 1347 1918 6 33 3
1348 1449 4746 4 56 2
1450 1526 7056 6 85 3
1527 1617 10171 9 182 7
1618 1685 9498 24 204 6
1686 1733 8135 20 199 10
1734 1800 16036 38 261 26

1000 1800 57877 110 345 39
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Female scholars: marital status

Status Number of women
Married Women with Children 40
Married Childless Women 26
Never Married Women 19
Unknown marital status 25

“Total 110
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Gender Empowerment as a side effect of Nepotism

In several cases female
scholars shared their
scholarly activity with
their husband, for
example Anna Morandi
Manzolini in Bologna

Note: Wax Self-Portrait of Anna Morandi with Brain, Poggi Museum, Bologna. Anna Morandi
taught anatomy at the University of Bologna from 1756 to 1774. She was an internationally
known anatomical wax modeler (photo: D. de la Croix).
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The puzzle

If any, we expected to find women teaching at the universities of Leiden, Glasgow,
Copenhagen, or Gottingen, and in scientific academies such as the Royal Society, the
Swedish Academy of Sciences, or the Leopoldina.

Women taught at the universities of Bologna, Padua, and Salamanca, and were
members of academies in Arles, Nancy, Lyon, Beziers, Padua, Rome, and Madrid.

This is not a selection bias, as our database benefits from a comprehensive coverage
for most places.
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Luther and the girls

Promotion of basic education: there were more Protestant women than Catholic
women who could read and write

Patriarchal model prevailed in both Protestant and Catholic lands.

But substantial difference in the regulation of women'’s lives:

C Through the formal centralization of decisions, the Church could control the
women who occupied public space. This also allowed room for exceptions,
influencing, albeit marginally, traditional patterns. This is probably what
happened in Italian and Spanish universities.

P role of women in society regulated primarily through the judgment and will of
their husbands or fathers.
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Mary and the girls

Large differences between C and P in devotional practices
Marian devotion

Catholics accept the possibility that a woman may have un-
common gifts, giving her consideration equal to men

Adoration practices of statues of women professors are ob-
served, as if they were endowed with supernatural powers

In Padua, for example, the statue of Elena Lucrezia Cornaro
Piscopia is touched by new graduates in a gesture of good luck
for their future careers.

Conclusion
o

Dr. Nikki Seymour
@seymour_rocks

Here is a photo of me with the statue of Elena Lucrezia
Cornaro Piscopia located at the Palazzo del Bo in
Padua. She was the first woman in the world to receive
a Doctor of Philosophy degree (in 1678). You can call
us both Doctor « #ImmodestWomen
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The gender equality paradox

Paradox: countries with low overall levels of gender equality show smaller gender
disparities in science, technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM).

The hypothesis is that high gender inequality drives some women to invest in
professions typically associated with men.

Would be confirmed by the presence of high-level women in Catholic academia
together with the view that Protestant countries are more gender equal.
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The late christianization hypothesis

The Catholic Church was key in the dissolution of
clan-based European society

DERONAL
N
The
Christianization
of Europe

W100 CE
W300 CE

The dissolution of strong kin networks and asso-
ciated decline in the patriarch may have fostered
women's agency ' 0o (S TS

1100 CE
1200 CE
w1800 CE

The regions which remained Catholic after the Ref-
ormation are those which were christianized first

People in regions that were exposed longer to
Christianity may have been more willing to accept

women in academic positions
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Conclusion

Economic and social historians often have a romantic view of Protestantism, which was
supposedly more modern and led Northern Europe to take off first (little divergence)

We show that Protestantism was perhaps not as modern and liberal as we might think

It left less room for women at the top of the distribution of human capital to exercise
their talent
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