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Intergroup Emotions
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of Harmful Behavior
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of their province in the middle of the winter in an attempt to escape
the troops of Serbian ultra-nationalists. Most ended up as refugees in
Albania. Many were reported to have died on their way to Albania or Monte-
negro. To be sure, the rest of the world did not remain insensitive, and interna-
tional reactions took many forms. In Belgium, the dreadful situation of the
Kosovars encouraged the Dutch- and French-speaking communities to unite
their efforts to collect money. In a telethon that made history, some 1.3 billion
Belgian francs were gathered—an impressive average of three U.S. dollars per
capita. In other words, had the equivalent program and public reaction taken
place in the United States, some 750 million dollars would have been raised!
In sharp contrast to what happened during the Bosnian war, the Belgian
media never referred to religious issues. In the telethon program itself, journal-
ists and entertainers alike did not make the slightest reference to religion. For
political observers, this omission came as somewhat of a puzzle. For social psy-
chologists interested in intergroup relations, the suspicion was even stronger.
Would the benefit of the telethon have reached such remarkable figures had

D uring the Kosovo war, thousands of civilians were thrown on the roads }
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